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More  and  more  people  are  using  Sunsilk. 


'Any  clawback 
of  discounts 
must  not  hit 
small  chemist' 

Government 
outlines  plans 
to  simplify 
NHS  structure 

Advances  in 
therapy 


Sunsilk- constantly  the  best-selling  hair  care  range. 


&  Elida  Gibbs 


sers  come  clean! 


This  is  just 
one  of  the  many 
letters  we've  received  from 
satisfied  customers  who  have  tried  new 
Steradent  Deep  Clean. 

Sales  are  booming  -  and  with  big  coverage  in  national 
press  and  women's  magazines  together  with  regional  TV 
support,  sales  will  continue  to  rise! 

So  stock  up  now  with  new  Steradent 
Deep  Clean  and  really  clean  up  on  profits! 
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Nothing  for  patience 

We  had  hoped,  this  week,  to  be  able  to  give  contractors 
some  firm  indication  of  what  transpired  at  the  meeting 
nearly  two  weeks  ago  between  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  representatives  and  Department  of 
Health  officials  concerning  the  Department's  attitude  to 
the  Franks  panel  report.  That  is  not  to  be,  however,  and 
as  we  go  to  press  we  have  been  informed  by  PSNC  of  a 
meeting  arranged  for  next  week  with  both  the  Secretary  for 
Social  Services,  Mr  Jenkins,  and  the  Minister  for  Health, 
Dr  Vaughan. 

It  had  already  become  clear  from  the  absence  of 
comment  that  the  proposals  being  put  forward  by  the 
Department  are  complex,  but  without  the  details  their 
instant  rejection  comes  as  something  of  a  surprise. 
However,  the  meeting  with  both  the  senior  Ministers 
concerned — an  unusual  if  not  unprecedented  event — can 
only  be  regarded  as  a  hopeful  sign,  since  it  suggests  that 
neither  side  has  yet  taken  up  a  fixed  position  from  which 
it  would  find  withdrawal  difficult.  The  involvement  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  also  crucial,  because  if  the 
Department  is  to  be  persuaded  to  fight  for  further  funds,  it 
is  Mr  Jenkin  who  must  take  the  front  line. 

Inevitably  discounting  on  "ethicals"  will  be  one  of  the 
prime  issues  between  the  parties — Franks  warned  that  "it 
would  appear  that  the  extra  sums  that  pharmacists  are 
currently  receiving  by  way  of  wholesale  discounts  may  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  make  up  for  the  inadequacy  of  the 
present  profit  margin."  This  conclusion  was  based  on  a 
hypothetical  5  per  cent  discount  being  achieved  by  the 
average  contractor,  but  there  is  mounting  evidence  that 
this  is  one  "average"  that  cannot  be  imposed  upon 
contractors'  remuneration. 

Mr  Bob  Worby,  a  member  of  PSNC,  last  week 
spelled  out  the  reasons  through  reference  to  his  own 
one-pharmacy  business  (p960)  and  earlier  (C&D  October 
20)  Mr  David  Coleman,  PSNC  vice-chairman,  put  the  case 
in  general  terms,  showing  that  even  the  "average"  is 
likely  to  be  far  less  than  the  Franks  5  per  cent 
"guesstimate"  (Mr  Worby's  description) .  Clearly,  a  means 
must  be  found  to  recover  discounts  only  from  those  who 
have  received  them,  or  irreparable  damage  will  be  done 
to  the  nation's  network  of  smaller  pharmacies. 

It  should  not  go  unnoticed  that  while  the  closure  rate 
of  pharmacies  has  thankfully  slowed  down,  nearly  one- 
third  of  closures  are  still  the  result  of  the  business 
becoming  unviable,  according  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  annual  survey. 

The  same  survey  also  shows  that  very  few  closures  are 
of  pharmacies  more  than  a  mile  from  one  which  survives. 
But  how  long  can  we  afford  a  loss  of  even  100 
pharmacies  a  year — and  how  many  estates  and  other 
areas  lost  their  pharmaceutical  service  years  ago  because 
of  the  now-proven  inadequacy  of  NHS  remuneration? 
These  questions  become  highly  relevant  when  the 
DHSS  seeks  to  delay  yet  again  any  discussion  on  rational 
location,  this  time  until  after  "discussion  on  the  Franks 
recommendations  have  made  some  progress"  (p979). 

But  Franks  is  concerned  with  what  contractors  should 
have  been  paid,  and  ought  to  be  paid,  under  the  existing 
contract.  Only  when  the  money  has  been  extracted  from 
the  Department  will  there  be  reason  to  talk  about  its 
distribution  in  a  manner  that  might  be  influenced  by 
rational  location  (through  basic  practice  allowance  for 
example) .  It  all  sounds  like  another  excuse  for  the  DHSS — 
under  the  control  of  whichever  political  party — to  put  off 
a  decision  it  is  frightened  of  making. 
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r  discount 
recipients, 
says  Bob  Worby 


If  discounts  are  to  be  claimed  back  from 
chemists  by  the  Department  of  Health, 
they  must  be  claimed  back  from  those 
who  get  them.  And  if  the  recipients  can- 
not be  identified  accurately,  then  any 
discounting  "error"  must  be  in  chemists' 
favour  and  not  rob  the  already  hardly- 
viable  small  contractor. 

These  points  were  made  by  Mr  Bob 
Worby,  a  member  and  former  chairman 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiat- 
ing Committee,  addressing  Doncaster 
contractors  last  week.  He  supported  his 
case  by  detailing  the  discounts  that  have 
been  made  available  to  his  own  single- 
pha  macy  business  over  the  past  year, 
stressing  that  they  do  not  equate  with  the 
Franks'  panel  "guesstimate"  of  5  per  cent 
— which  Mr  Worby  described  as  "more 
than  optimistic". 

Discounting  came  about  when  whole- 
salers "fell  upon  each  other"  in  a  bid  to 
wipe  out  the  short-line  wholesalers  and 
halt  the  growth  of  Unichem,  whose 
"co-operative"  structure  represented  a 
powerful  attraction  to  pharmacists.  No- 
one  was  to  blame — certainly  not  the 
beleagured  pharmacist  who  accepted  dis- 
counts, in  many  cases  as  the  only  way 
to  stay  in  business. 

However,  during  1979  discounting  had 
been  in  a  state  of  flux. 

"Some  got  the  chance  of  discounts, 
around  the  middle  of  the  year,  some 
didn't.  Some  who  had  the  chance  didn't 
take  it,  knowing  that  the  inevitable  ulti- 
mate consequence  would  be  a  less  accept- 
able service  level  and  hoping  that  market 
discipline  would  return.  But  it  hasn't — 
and  I'm  sure  it  won't  for  some  consider- 
able time".  Nevertheless,  discounting  was 
approaching  a  level  of  universality  which, 
in  a  few  months  time,  would  lend  itself 
to  assessment  by  survey. 

Suffered  enough 

Mr  Worby  continued:  "Mr  Jenkin,  let 
us  have  no  talk  of  offsetting  our  recom- 
mended retrospective  payment  against  a 
hypothetical  increase  in  discounts  for 
1979.  We  have  suffered  enough.  If  there 
was  an  edge  to  discounting  in  1979  it  was 
very  slight  and  utterly  unquantifiable  on 
individual  or  group  terms — and  Franks 
had  a  lot  to  say  about  the  irrelevance  of 
global  figures  to  the  individual  contractor. 

"Discounters  there  have  always  been — 
back  street  short-line  wholesalers,  some- 
times actually  run  by  chemist  contractors 
buying  in  bulk  and  running  their  own 
private  little  'unofficial  buying  group'." 

The  speaker  then  detailed  his  own 
experience:  "At  the  end  of  1978  I  was 
offered  2\  per  cent  discount  if  my 
account  with  one  particular  well-known 
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wholesaler  exceeded  £1,000,  provided  I 
brought  my  payment  up  to  date  at  strictly 
30  days.  I  had  been  paying  later  because 
my  cash  flow  was  negative — and  I  had  to 
raid  my  investments  to  qualify.  This  was 
in  every  sense  a  cash  discount  and  simply 
reflected  the  wholesalers  own  cash-flow 
problem  because  more  and  more  contrac- 
tors like  me  were  paying  late.  From  my 
other  wholesalers,  nothing  extra  because 
I  didn't  spend  enough  and  anyway  T 
couldn't  bring  them  all  up  to  date  if  I 
wanted  to.  Some  offered  another  2\  per 
cent  if  the  magic  figure  of  £2,000  was 
exceeded,  but  if  I  exceeded  that,  I  was 
in  danger  of  getting  nothing  at  all  the 
next  month,  so  I  would  still  only  get  3-J- 
per  cent.  If  I  put  virtually  all  my  business 
one  way,  I  was  in  with  a  chance — but 
then  I  would  get  the  chop  from  the  other 
main  wholesaler  as  a  non-viable  account 
so  that  if  I  got  discount  I  lost  business 
and  had  to  send  patients  elsewhere. 

"The  major  change  for  many  of  us 
came  in  mid- 1979,  when  the  wholesalers 
took  the  gloves  off.  Rumour  has  it  that 
a  few  big  accounts  were  getting  bigger 
discounts  already  but  certainly  the  small 
man  wasn't.  From  July  we  were  offered 


the  magic  10  per  cent — but  only  on  the 
second  £1,000  and  if  you  hit  £1,500  you 
effectively  got  only  3|  per  cent,  so  you 
had  to  try  to  reach  £2,000.  My  staff  went 
wild  for  this  one  and  exceeded  the  £2,000 
two  months  running — and  my  number 
two  wholesaler  promptly  cut  off  my 
supply  of  OTC  goods! 

"That  was  the  effect  of  discounting  on 
the  small  contractor.  Whichever  way  he 
turned  he  couldn't  cash  in — and  he  didn't 
have  many  £l,000s  per  month  to  play 
with.  A  script  turnover  of  1,800  would 
generate  a  net  ingredient  cost  of  less  than 
£3,400  in  parts  of  the  London  area  so, 
if  you  were  careful — and  didn't  buy 
direct,  for  which  'assumed  discounts'  you 
were  already  being  discounted  by  the 
DHSS — you  could  just  ensure  that 
number  one  wholesaler  exceeded  £2,000. 
For  this  you  got  10  per  cent  on  half — 
and  the  rest  of  your  buying  from  number 
two  and  standby  number  three  got 
nothing — except  the  odd  threat  that  if 
you  went  any  lower  you  would  lose  their 
services.  That  meant  £100  in  theoretical 
discount — except  that  deductions  for 
'direct  trading',  RPM  items  (usually  un- 
specified), etc,  caused  the  figure  to  shrink 
still  more  so  that  at  best  you  picked  up 
£90  on  £3,400  NHS  ingredient  costs— a 
massive  2.6  per  cent — less  the  direct 
parcel  discount  which  you  could  no 
longer  have,  but  were  already  being 
'done'  for  as  part  of  the  standing  DHSS 
discount  scale. 

"It  should  of  course  be  borne  in  mind 
that  this  2.6  per  cent  is  a  maximum 
figure.  If  your  order  distribution  was  not 
optimal — and  it  never  could  be — you  got 
less.  My  own  figures  showed  a  discount 
advantage  of  less  than  2.4  per  cent  for 
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PSNC  rejects  DHSS 
'panel'  proposals 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Committee,  at  its  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday as  C&D  went  to  press,  rejected  an  offer  made  by  the  Department  of 
Health  following  the  report  of  the  Franks  independent  panel  of  inquiry  into 
NHS  contractors'  profit  margin.  A  short  statement  issued  after  discussion  of  the 
offer  noted  that  a  meeting  has  been  arranged  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr 
Patrick  Jenkin,  and  the  Minister  for  Health,  Dr  Gerard  Vaughan,  for  Monday, 
December  17.  It  is  understood  the  DHSS  offer  was  a  "package." 


the  best  months  and  less  than  2  per  cent 
average  over  the  first  half  of  1979.  At 
the  same  time  my  direct  buying  was 
minimal.  Franks'  guesstimate  of  5  per 
cent  was  more  than  optimistic. 

These  figures — all  derived  from  Uni- 
chem — included  the  greater  part  of  the 
profit  share  that  I  would  normally  have 
been  entitled  to  expect  at  the  end  of  the 
year  as  an  investing  shareholder  in  the 
organisation.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  my 
apparent  2.4  per  cent  discount  increase 
for  the  year  was  very  largely  non-existent. 
It  represented  simply  the  bringing  for- 
ward of  the  bulk  of  my  dividend  and  a 
changed  source  of  my  previous  'direct 
purchase'  and  short-line  wholesaler  dis- 
counts, already  allowed  for  by  the  exist- 
ing discount  scale  which  was  taking 
between  0.8  and  1  per  cent  from  my 
monthly  ingredient  costs.  It  was  certainly 
not  a  year  of  'discount  bonanza'  for  me 
or  group  2  to  3  or  smaller  colleagues." 

Mr  Worby  added  that  even  these 
meagre  gains  only  applied  to  the  lucky 
ones  whose  wholesalers  joined  in  the 
fight.  "A  large  number  of  our  colleagues 
still  got  nothing.  If  you  were  a  big  con- 
tractor you  would  certainly  get  your 
offer  (and  rumour  has  it  a  belter  offer 
sometimes),  but  not  the  community 
pharmacy." 

Earlier,  Mr  Worby  had  claimed  that 
the  panel's  recommendation  for  retro- 
spection to  1976  on  the  remuneration 
deficit  vindicated  the  hard  line  he  had 
taken  when  PSNC  chairman — a  line 
which  had  been  unpopular  at  the  time. 
Now  the  Government  had  a  moral  duty 
to  follow  the  recommendation. 

Dealing  with  other  recommendations. 
Mr  Worby  fell  the  panel  had  been 
"unduly  parsimonious"  over  return  on 
capital  since  "24-  per  cent  over  bank  rate" 
was  something  the  small  borrower  could 
not  obtain — Barclays  currently  quoted  3- 
4  per  cent,  and  to  get  3  "you  have  got 
to  be  a  very  good  'prospect'  indeed". 
However,  Franks  had  established  the 
principle  that  the  cost  of  capital  should 
be  the  criterion.  Similarly,  the  2  per  cent 
profit  on  total  cost,  to  equate  chemists 
with  shopkeepers  generally,  was  wrong 
because  of  the  constraints  preventing 
chemists  "working"  their  capital. 

Pay  all  1979  contractors 

Finally.  Mr  Worby  dealt  with  how  retro- 
spective money  should  be  distributed. 
Should  the  back  pay  of  those  who  had 
gone  out  of  business  or  sold  up  become 
the  "heritage"  of  remaining  contractors? 
Mr  Worby  thought  not:  "You  cannot 
raise  the  banner  of  fair  play  and  demand 
natural  justice  and  then  snatch  it  from 
the  hands  of  those  who  needed  it  most 
with  a  pious  cry  of  expediency." 

If  retrospective  lump  sum  payments 
gave  rise  to  litigious  squabbles  it  was  a 
matter  for  the  courts.  "When  you  sell  a 
company  the  outstanding  debtors  and 
creditors  are  taken  into  account.  But  this 
is  a  debtor  item  that  could  not  have  been 
quantified  at  the  time  of  sale  and  is  an 
asset  that,  unlike  the  outstanding  80  and 
20  per  cent  NHS  balances,  was  certainly 
not  sold  with  the  business."  Every  1979 
contractor  was  entitled  to  his  share. 


Notional  salary 
'going  ahead' 
says  Minister 

Consideration  of  pharmacists'  notional 
salary  is  to  proceed  despite  deliberations 
on  the  "Franks  committee  report", 
Dr  Gerard  Vaughan,  Minister  for 
Health,  confirmed  to  Mr  Roland  Moyle 
in  a  Commons  written  answer  recently. 

Industry  again  replies 
to  its  critics 

The  Daily  Telegraph  has  published  an 
article  from  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry's  director,  Dr 
Richard  Arnold,  in  reply  to  a  series  of 
reports  criticising  the  industry. 

Dr  Arnold  points  out  that  a  cigarette 
costs  more  (2.95p)  than  the  NHS  spends 
per  person  per  day  on  medicine.  The 
average  cost  of  a  prescription  is  £2.50 
whereas  the  cost  of  a  week  in  hospital — 
which  can  often  be  avoided  by  the 
prescription — is  now  over  £300. 

One  of  the  Daily  Telegraph  reports 
claimed  that  "millions  of  pounds  a  year" 
were  being  added  unnecessarily  to  the 
NHS  drugs  bill  by  mass  prescribing  of 
expensive  brand-named  tablets  which 
were  available  more  cheaply  under  other 
names.  Dr  Arnold  points  out  that  the 
Department  of  Health  recognises  it  is 
"quite  erroneous"  to  regard  branded 
medicines  and  generic  copies  as  therapeu- 
tically equivalent.  He  explains  the  diffi- 
culties and  expense  involved  in  developing 
new  drugs  and  the  contribution  the 
industry  makes  to  Britain's  foreign 
earnings. 

Dual  pricing  ban 
on  electricals 

Dual  pricing  has  been  banned  on  a  range 
of  consumer  goods.  With  effect  from 
December  10,  comparisons  with  recom- 
mended retail  prices  has  been  made  illegal 
on  domestic  electrical  appliances,  con- 
sumer electronic  goods,  carpets,  and 
furniture. 

Amongst  the  goods  affected  by  the  order 
are  razors,  hairdryers,  electric  blankets 
and  calculators,  though  the  prohibition 


will  not  apply  to  catalogues  and  certain 
forms  of  advertising  until  March  11,  1980 
because  of  the  time  scale  involved  in  their 
preparation.  The  ban  is  brought  into 
effect  by  an  amendment  to  the  Bargain 
Offers  Order  announced  earlier  this  year 
by  Mrs  Sally  Oppenheim,  Minister  for 
Consumer  Affairs. 

The  Department  of  Trade  say  compari- 
sons with  recommended  prices  can  be 
helpful  to  consumers  in  certain  sectors 
but  in  others  they  are  set  at  levels  which 
bear  little  relation  to  prices  actually 
charged.  "This  often  results  in  consumers 
being  misled.  The  new  regulations  will 
enable  consumers  to  make  a  reasonable 
choice  based  on  fair  competiton  in  four 
particular  sectors  where  confusion  has 
been  prevalent." 

Unichem:  PSGB  legal 
costs  £9,928 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  legal  costs 
in  the  action  by  three  pharmacist  direc- 
tors of  Unichem  were  £9,928,  the  secre- 
tary and  registrar,  Mr  D.  F.  Lewis  repor- 
ted to  this  month's  Council  meeting. 

The  action  arose  following  complaints 
from  Council  about  Unichem  advertising 
campaigns  and  the  use  of  restricted  titles. 
The  three  directors  appeared  before  the 
Statutory  Committee  and  were  repri- 
manded (C&D  December  9,  1978,  p952). 
Subsequently  they  were  given  leave  by 
the  High  Court  to  challenge  the  Com- 
mittee's decision,  but  after  taking  Coun- 
sel's opinion  the  Society  agreed  to  relax 
the  restrictions  on  use  of  titles  and  the 
action  was  settled  without  going  to  Court 
(C&D  July  14,  p52). 

Smallpox  vaccine 

There  is  still  a  shortage  of  single-dose 
and  10-dose  packs  of  smallpox  vaccine  in 
some  parts  of  England  and  Wales.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  and  the  Department  of  Health 
have  therefore  agreed  that  where  pharma- 
cist contractors  supply  a  25-dose  vial 
because  they  are  unable  to  obtain  a 
smaller  pack,  they  will  be  reimbursed  for 
the  cost  of  the  25-pack  during  November 
and  December.  Prescriptions  must  be 
endorsed  to  that  effect  and  the  agreement 
will  be  reviewed  in  January. 
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PHARMACIE  1 


NHS  area  tier  to  go — 
pharmacy  under 
administrator  control? 


The  Government's  proposals  for  simpli- 
fying the  structure  and  management  of 
the  NHS  in  England  and  Wales  involve 
replacing  most  area  tiers  by  district 
health  authorities  and  would  make  hos- 
pital pharmacists  accountable  to  admini- 
strators rather  than  distract  level  man- 
agers. 

The  most  important  single  change 
needed,  the  Government  believes,  is  the 
maximum  delegation  of  responsibility  to 
those  in  the  hospital  and  community 
services,  matched  where  necessary  by  a 
strengthening  of  management  at  hospital 
level.  A  consultative  paper,  "Patients 
First"  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £1),  pub- 
lished this  week  suggests  that  for  each 
major  hospital  or  group  there  should  be 
an  administrator  or  nurse  to  discharge 
an  individual  responsibility  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  medical  staff.  Those  work- 
ing in  "non-clinical  support  functions" 
would  be  accountable  to  the  hospital 
administrator  rather  than  to  district  level 
managers. 

Line  management  exceptions 

"In  general  there  should  be  no  line 
management  hierarchy  above  hospital 
level,"  the  Government  believes.  "There 
may  need  to  be  a  few  exceptions,  and 
there  will  be  discussions  within  the  NHS 
to  identify  which  these  should  be." 

The  paper  explains  that  the  new  dis- 
trict health  authorities  will  usually  serve 
between  200,000  and  500,000  people. 
They  would  thus  be  like  the  present 
single-district  areas,  which  are  unlikely 
to  be  changed.  Each  authority  would 
appoint  a  team  to  co-ordinate  all  the 
health  service  activities  of  the  district. 

As  the  new  authorities  would  be  re- 
sponsible for  smaller  areas,  their  mem- 
bership would  be  reduced  to  about  20, 
including  four  local  authority  members, 
plus  a  chairman.  The  practice  of  includ- 
ing a  consultant,  a  general  practitioner, 
a  nurse,  a  university  nominee  and  a 
member  nominated  by  the  trade  union 
movement  would  continue.  The  Govern- 
ment believes  it  is  inappropriate  to  have 
formally  elected  staff  representatives  as 
members  of  the  authorities,  but  that  em- 
ployee participation  is  best  achieved 
through  joint  consultative  machinery. 
The  remaining  members  would  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  regional  health  authori- 
ties. 

The  Government  suggests  that  the 
channels  of  professional  advice  should  be 
simplified  so  that  the  views  of  doctors, 
dentists  and  "other  professionals" 
(although  pharmacists  are  not  mentioned 
specifically)  will  be  better  heard  by  the 


health  authorities.  Working  parties  have 
been  set  up  to  make  recommendations  on 
how  the  medical  and  dental  professions 
could  be  involved  in  NHS  planning 
under  the  new  proposals.  "The  same 
need  exists  for  nurses  and  midwives," 
the  document  says. 

Although  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  NHS  recommended  that  family  prac- 
titioner committees  should  be  abolished 
and  their  functions  assumed  by  health 
authorities,  the  Government  has  decided 
that  present  arrangements  should  con- 
tinue. The  Health  Services  Bill  (see 
later)  would  make  it  possible  for  one 
FPC,  where  appropriate,  to  cover  more 
than  one  district  health  authority.  Sep- 
arate consultations  will  be  held  later 
about  the  membership,  funding  and 
staffing  of  FPCs  which  relate  to  two  or 
more  district  health  authorities. 

The  Government  is  seeking  opinions 
on  whether  the  community  health  coun- 
cils, which  will  cost  over  £4  million  next 
year,  should  be  retained  when  the  new 
district  structure  has  been  implemented. 

The  RHAs  would  oversee  changes  in 
NHS  structure  at  area/district  level  and 
in  the  longer  term  would  be  responsible 
for  co-ordinating  strategic  plans  and 
allocating  resources.  The  regions  will  be 
expected  to  leave  operational  matters  to 
be  settled  primarily  by  district  health 
authorities. 

The  Government  is  inviting  comments 
on  its  proposal  by  April  30,  1980,  and 
expects  to  make  final  decisions  by  next 
summer.  The  changes  should  be  com- 
plete by  the  end  of  1983.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  costs  of  managing  the  NHS — 
at  present  about  £300  million  a  year  or 
just  over  5  per  cent  of  the  total  NHS 
cost — might  be  reduced  by  10  per  cent. 


Health  Services  Bill 

The  Health  Services  Bill,  published  this 
week  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £2),  gives 
the  Secretary  of  State  power  to  make 
changes  in  the  structure  of  the  NHS  in 
England  and  Wales  if  necessary;  district 
health  authorities  could  replace  AHAs 
or  AHAs  could  be  redesignated  as  dis- 
trict health  authorities.  The  Bill  also 
restores,  with  restrictions,  the  Secretary's 
power  to  authorise  the  use  of  NHS 
accommodation  and  services  for  private 
patients. 

Clause  17  amends  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  1977  and  the  Scottish  Act 
1978  to  allow  pharmacists  to  dispense 
medicines  ordered  by  dentists  providing 
hospital  dental  services.  Such  dispensing 
is  not  limited  to  the  approved  list  which 
remains  for  general  dental  services. 


"Have  the  French  got  their  priorities 
right?  ",  asks  a  C&D  reader.  He  took  the 
photograph  near  Frejus,  Southern  France 


Polaroid  'instant' 
now  a  minute 

Polaroid  Corporation  have  introduced 
"the  world's  fastest  developing  instant 
colour  film"  in  a  USA  regional  market. 

The  new  film,  Time-zero  Supercolor, 
develops  about  twice  as  fast  as  current 
SX-70  film — and  more  than  twice  as  fast 
as  any  other  instant  colour  film,  the 
makers  claim.  From  "time  zero"  (when 
the  exposed  film  is  automatically  ejec- 
ted from  the  camera)  the  image  becomes 
visible  in  about  10  seconds.  The  colour 
appears  suddenly,  becoming  richer  as  the 
image  continues  to  emerge.  The  photo- 
graph is  delicate,  yet  fully  readable  in 
30  seconds  and  looks  finished  in  about  a 
minute.  Time-zero  Supercolor  can  be 
used  in  any  Polaroid  camera  accepting 
SX-70  film. 

Polaroid  say  that  the  structural  and 
chemical  properties  of  Time-zero  Super- 
color  are  radically  different  from  pre- 
vious films.  Redesigned  negative  and 
positive  components  integrate  with  a  new 
reagent  to  create  a  rapid  accelerated  dye 
transfer.  "The  precisely  controlled  colour 
isolation  and  a  new  magenta  dye-devel- 
oper, itself  purer  in  hue  as  a  result  of 
increased  blue  transmission,  combine 
with  the  extremely  fast  dye  transfer  to 
give  ultra-sharp  images  exhibiting  super- 
ior colour  separation  and  saturation." 

A  new  positive  component  causes  the 
surface  of  the  reagent  layer  to  appear 
white  as  the  image  emerges,  even  though 
the  reagent  layer  itself  remains  so  highly 
opaque  that  it  transmits  less  than  one 
millionth  of  the  ambient  light  to  the 
developing  negative.  Thus  it  becomes 
possible  to  watch  a  photograph  emerge 
throughout  the  course  of  development. 

Time-zero  Supercolor  film  will  be 
introduced  during  1980  in  Polaroid's 
international  markets  at  a  higher  price 
than  current  SX-70  film.  In  the  USA  it 
has  a  suggested  list  price  of  $8.75  for  a 
10-exposure  pack. 

Cover  girl  for 
chemists 

Originally  launched  for  supermarkets 
and  other  self-selection  stores,  Cover 
Girl  is  being  more  widely  promoted. 
Some  independent  chemists  have  taken 
the  brand,  and  according  to  Jenks 
Brothers,  their  campaign  aims  to  place 
the  range  "wherever  suitable." 
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NEXT  TIME  YOU'RE  ASKED 
PRACTICAL  ADVICE  ABOUT  ANYTHING 
FROM  A  SPRAINED  WRIST  TO  BACKACHE, 
YOU  CAN  ANSWER  IN  A  WORD... 

FUTURO 

HEALTH  SUPPORTS 


FUTURO 

Support  where  you  need  it 


Futuro  is  a  complete  range  of  modern 
body  braces  and  support  hosiery  proven  in  use 
in  the  United  States,  and  already  successfully 
test-marketed  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Each  product  is  scientifically  designed 
to  give  positive  support  while  being  lightweight 
and  comfortable  to  wear  during  normal, 
everyday  activity.  Futuro  can  be  the  simple 
answer  to  back  trouble,  hernia,  aches  and 
pains  in  elbows,  wrists,  knees  and  ankles  and 
varicose  veins. 

Futuro  Support  for  you,  too! 

In  order  to  bring  customers  to 
yourshop  for  Futuro,  the 
new  range  is  supported  by 
heavy  advertising  during 
Autumn  and  nextSpring. 
Telling  ads  will  be  appearing 
W  in  leading  National 

newspapers,  RadioTimes  and 
women's  magazines. 

The  Futuro  range  comes 
complete  with  a  handsome 
display  stand  as  well  as  informative  leaflets. 
Depending  on  your  capacity  to  stock,  Futuro  is 
available  to  you  in  a  choice  of  three  introductory 
sales 'packages'. 

Why  not  phone  Blyth  66771  for  more  details? 


mm 

FUTURO 

HEALTH  SUPPORTS 

Support  where  you  need  it. 

FuturoisdistributedintheUKbvJackel  International  (UK)  Ltd.,  Blyth,  NorthumberlandNE244RG. 
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You  wont 
keep  your  Friends 


for  Ion 


With  all  the  publicity  we're  giving  them,  your  Friends  have 
become  very  popular. 

More  and  more  people  are  turning  to  Fisherman's  Friend 
to  soothe  their  throats  and  clear  their  heads. 

And,  with  national  advertising  running  throughout  the 
winter  months,  they're  sure  to  stay  in  demand. 

So  make  certain  you  always  have  Friends -keep  plenty  in 
stock.  Available  in  24  packet  outers. 


Also  available:  Fisherman's  Friend  Hone/  Cough  Syrup  and  Fisherman's  Friend  Rubbing  Ointment. 

Lofthouse  of  Fleetwood  Limited,  DeptCD,  Fleetwood,  Lanes.  Tel:  Fleetwood  2435. 
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PEOPLE 

Regent  awards 
to  students 

The  first  Regent  awards  have  now 
been  made  at  the  following  pharmacy 
schools:  Chelsea  College,  Mrs  L.  M. 
Clark;  University  of  Strathclyde,  Mr 
G.  W.  Halbert;  Queens  University  of 
Belfast,  Miss  M.  L.  Soh;  Welsh  School 
of  Pharmacy,  Miss  B.  Golding;  Notting- 
ham University,  Mr  D.  C.  Harcombe; 
Brighton  Polytechnic,  Mr  K.  J.  Lincoln; 
Heriot-Watt  University,  Miss  A.  Bow- 
man; Liverpool  Polytechnic,  Mr  A. 
Collins;  Portsmouth  Polytechnic,  Miss  S. 
McLennan;  Sunderland  Polytechnic,  Miss 
L.  M.  Malloy;  Robert  Gordon's  Institute 
of  Technology,  Mr  A.  J.  Glaugh;  Bath 
University,  Miss  E.  Forman;  Aston  Uni- 
versity, Miss  L.  M.  Tovell;  Manchester 
University  Mr  M.  R.  Euerby;  Bradford 
University,  Mr  P.  H.  Jones. 

The  award  is  an  embossed  copy  of  the 
Extra  Pharmacopoeia,  presented  annually 
by  Regent  Laboratories  to  a  student  at 
each  school,  usually  on  the  basis  of  the 
highest  aggregate  marks  in  pharmaceutics 
and  pharmacology. 

Mr  C.  Blythe,  FPS,  has  been  re-appoin- 
ted to  the  Advisory  Committee  on 
Borderline  Substances  for  a  three-year 
term. 

Mr  G.  E.  Appelbe,  head  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  law  department  has 
been  appointed  an  external  examiner  of 
the  University  of  London. 

Professor  A.  R.  Rogers  has  succeeded 
Professor  P.  H.  Elworthy  as  chairman  of 
the  United  Kingdom  Committee  of  heads 
of  schools  of  pharmacy.  Dr  F.  New- 
combe  continues  as  secretary. 

Mr  D.  R.  Knowles,  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council,  and 
Mr  J.  E.  F.  Reynolds,  editor,  Martindale, 
have  been  appointed  to  represent  the 
Society  on  the  working  party  established 
by  the  Department  of  Health  to  discuss 
the  wider  issues  of  the  Tricker  report  on 
the  functions,  organisation  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  prescription  pricing  authority. 

News  in  brief 

□  Some  recent  issue  numbers  have  been 
incorrect.  November  10  should  be  5194, 
November  17,  5195  and  November  24, 
5196. 

□  From  January  1,  1980,  vitamin  drops 
provided  by  the  welfare  services  are  to 
go  up  from  £0.10  to  £0.14.  Vitamin 
tablets  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
are  to  go  up  from  £0.24  to  £0.30  for  six 
weeks  supply. 

□  The  Department  of  Trade  is  carrying 
out  a  review  of  the  administrative  forms 
it  requires  companies  to  complete.  About 
500  forms  have  been  scrutinised  and  a 
draft  report,  being  prepared  for  Mr  John 
Nott,  the  Trade  Secretary,  is  expected  to 
be  published  early  in  the  New  Year. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

by  Xrayser 

Counting  the  cost 

Years  ago  I  used  to  lunch  regularly  in  the  local  pub  and,  as  is  often  the 
way,  found  myself  one  of  a  group  of  shopkeepers  and  professionals  who 
enjoyed  company  and  good  talk— talk  which  ranged  from  the  swapping 
of  yarns  or  the  merits  of  X's  latest  car,  to  the  state  of  the  world  and 
what  should  be  done  about  sonic  booms.  I  remember  how  once  the 
subject  of  loyalty  cropped  up.  Patriotism,  church  and  business  loyalties 
were  tossed  into  the  debate,  and  I  remember  saying  that  I  felt 
considerable  gratitude  to  the  wholesaler  who  had  extended  credit  to 
me  when  I  first  started  on  my  own,  and  would  be  loyal  to  them  for  a 
long  time.  "Sentimental  slush"  commented  the  watchmaker,  a  wry 
observer  of  human  nature.  'You  remind  me  of  the  people  who  bring 
Grandma's  watch,  and  want  it  repaired.  When  I  tell  them  the  cost,  the 
'sentimental  value'  flies  out  the  window,  and  the  customer  out  of 
the  door." 

Well  I  stayed  loyal  to  Sangers  for  ten  more  years,  until  finally  the 
combined  pressures  of  inflation  and  Government  underfunding  drove 
me  to  join  one  of  the  big  discounting  groups.  But  the  old  chap  was  right. 
When  it  came  to  the  point  my  warm  feelings  carried  no  weight  in 
making  a  correct  business  decision  for  profitable  survival.  Having  said 
that,  I  have  to  add  that  I  have  a  choice  of  five  wholesalers,  none  of 
whom  gets  anywhere  near  the  almost  100  per  cent  in-stock  situation 
which  our  local  Sangers  branch  seems  to  have  in  "ethicals"  and  OTCs, 
nor  can  they  match  the  number  or  speed  of  deliveries. 

Should  we  help? 

You  will  appreciate,  then,  that  although  I  keep  my  account  viable 
I  am  concerned  to  read  that  there  is  to  be  an  "intense  review  of 
Sangers'  wholesaling  as  profits  slip,"  which  slip  is  correctly  blamed 
on  the  breakdown  of  resale  price  maintenance.  I  think  it  inevitable  that 
some  of  our  wholesalers  will  close  some  local  depots — it's  already 
happened — but  it  will  be  a  real  blow  if  we  lose  the  most  comprehensive 
of  them  all. 

Can  we  help?  Do  we  want  to  help?  Is  it  in  our  interests  to  help? 
I  suspect  the  answers  to  be  yes  .  .  .  and  no,  for  it  depends  on  the  cost. 
If  I  swing  more  business  their  way  I  am  going  to  lose  some  discount, 
although  I  will  qualify  for  some  when  once  the  first  £1,000  is  spent. 
If  I  were  to  give  say,  another  £300-£400  monthly  the  cost  to  me  would 
be  some  £300-£500  lost  profit  in  a  year?  Would  I  switch  back  entirely? 
Yes,  but  not  before  their  new  management  team  have  gone  through 
their  accounts  and  invoice  procedures  and  come  up  with  something 
comparable  with  their  competitors.  The  work  entailed  in  checking 
multiple  carbon-copy  order/packing  slips  and  relating  them  to  invoices 
is  daunting,  and  after  experiencing  invoice-with-goods  it  is  not  really 
to  be  lightly  accepted. 

Vital  ambassadors 

There  are  minor  irritations,  too — like  carbonless  return  notes  that 
need  four  copies,  and  really  excellent  van  men  who  have  to  scuttle 
around  the  shop  and  dispensary  to  pick  up  orders  from  no  less  than 
three  aifferent  pads,  to  be  delivered  at  different  intervals  of  time.  So 
long  as  these  drivers  don't  lose  out,  I  would  have  thought  that  the 
frequency  of  calls  could  well  be  reduced,  since  it's  not  unknown  for 
the  driver  to  leave  empty-handed.  But  before  making  drastic  economies 
in  this  direction,  the  management  might  consider  the  proposition  that  the 
reason  they  are  still  profitable  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  goodwill 
built  up  by  the  efforts  of  their  drivers. 

I  have  a  warm  spot  for  Sangers,  but  it  isn't  worth  a  bean  unless  they 
make  the  right  business  decisions.  I'll  be  back  when  it  isn't  going  to 
cost  me  money  which  the  Government,  in  the  light  of  the  panel  report, 
is  almost  certainly  going  to  assume  that  I  get,  and  will  deduct  from 
my  NHS  cheques  accordingly. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


More  Gillette  launches  to 
follow  sales  team  split 


In  order  to  accord  to  all  Gillette  pro- 
ducts the  kind  of  support  they  are 
believed  to  deserve  the  company  have 
split  their  sales  and  marketing  teams. 
From  now  on  one  team  will  concentrate 
on  the  Gillette  shaving  products  and  the 
other  on  Gillette  personal  care  items. 

Gillette  have  been  expanding  their 
personal  care  side  in  quite  a  big  way 
since  the  launch  of  Right  Guard  in  1966. 
They  now  find  that  a  fair  percentage  of 
their  sales  are  from  this  area.  Some 
time  ago  they  split  their  sales  force 
into  chemist  or  grocery  outlet  visits  but 
are  now  finding  that  the  volume  of  goods 
being  handled  has  meant  that  neither 
area  is  getting  sufficient  attention.  For 
instance,  they  are  having  to  concentrate 
one  month's  promotion  on  the  shaving 
side  and  the  next  on  a  personal  care 
product.  This  is  particularly  unproductive 
after  a  new  launch.  It  is  felt  therefore 
that  the  new  move  will  double  Gillette's 
promotional  capacity. 

Gillette  toiletries  now  comprise  47  per 
cent  of  all  their  business.  Over  the  past 
couple  of  years  there  have  been  a  number 
of  successful  launches  and  recent  re- 
search shows  that  for  every  £5  spent  on 
a  deodorant,  £1  goes  to  Gillette  (Nielsen). 
C&D  talked  to  Roger  Crudgington, 
marketing  manager,  personal  care  divis- 
ion, who  said:  "The  really  big  change  is 
that  one  division  will  now  be  responsible 
for  both  sales  and  marketing.  We  hope 
that  this  will  mean  that  brand  people 
will  understand  the  problems  of  the  sales 
team  better,  and  vice  versa.  There  will  be 
better  communications  and  therefore 
better  results.  Monthly  meetings  will  be 
held  to  exchange  views  and  sort  out  pro- 
blems. That  way  we  will  be  getting 
better  feedback  sooner". 

Tested  the  concept 

Gillette  explain  that  they  are  not  jump- 
ing in  feet  first  just  because  they  think 
this  a  good  idea.  They  have  tested  this 
"marketing  unit  concept"  for  the  past 
18  months  in  the  Wales  and  West  area. 
The  concentration  of  effort  meant  a  big 
increase  in  brand  share  for  Right  Guard 
and  better  support  for  new  product 
launches.  This  experience  has  also  proved 
that  retailers  do  not  mind  seeing  two 
people  from  the  same  company  and  fully 
understand  the  split  of  interest. 

Mainly  because  Gillette  can  now  be 
sure  of  adequate  backing  for  new  pro- 
ducts we  can  expect  to  see  more  launches 
from  them  in  the  near  future.  They  will 
also,  they  say,  research  new  items  very 
carefully  in  the  future — "so  that  we  can 
promise  that  the  product  will  have  a  good 
chance  of  succeeding.  We  know  that  this 
has  not  always  been  the  case  in  the 


past.  Indeed  we  have  recently  taken  the 
decision    to    discontinue   Casual  High- 
light,"  announced   Roger  Crudgington, 
adding:  "Gillette  will  not  confuse  activity 
with  progress  in  the  eighties." 

Another  aspect  of  this  "concept"  is 
that  Gillette  will  be  expanding  their 
merchandising  force,  so  that  there  will 
be  a  better  frequency  of  call  and  pro- 
bably from  fairly  local  people.  The  ser- 
vice side  of  the  sales  team  will  report 
directly  to  Barry  Douthwaite,  the  mar- 
keting director,  to  whom  also  both 
marketing  managers  will  report.  Sum- 
ming up,  Roger  Crudgington  said  that 
there  would  also  be  greater  concentration 
on  national  accounts  next  year  because 
they  are  becoming  very  professional 
negotiators:  "We  believe  that'll  be  the 
way  of  the  eighties".  This  does  not 
mean  doom  for  the  independent  retailers 
whom  Gillette  believe  are  now  being  well 
served  by  chemist  wholesalers.  "Chemists 
probably  have  a  slight  edge  as  far  as  the 
personal  care  items  are  concerned.  Many 
people  are  still  loathe  to  buy  deodorants 
or  hair  conditioners  in  grocery  outlets". 
Gillette  UK  Ltd,  Great  West  Road, 
Isle  worth,  Middlesex. 


Tudor  extend  film 
and  camera  ranges 

The  Tudormatic  range  has  'been  exten- 
ded to  include  two  new  compact  110 
cameras,  the  202EF  and  203TF.  Both  in- 
clude a  built-in  electronic  flash  unit  with 
a  range  of  5-15ft,  and  take  100  and  400 
ASA  film.  As  with  all  the  new  Tudor- 
matics  there  is  a  rapid  film  advance  with 
double-exposure  prevention. 

The  203  also  features  a  telephoto  lens 
plus  an  automatic  zoom  viewfinder.  A 
built-in  low-light  sensor  tells  the  operator 
when  the  use  of  flash  is  necessary.  Both 
cameras  come  complete  with  a  20- 
exposure  Tudorcolor  film,  wrist  strap 
and  beginners'  leaflet. 

Recommended  retail  prices  are  £20.99 
for  the  202EF,  £29.95  for  the  203TF, 
with  net  prices  from  £12.15  and  £17.10 
respectively,  depending  on  quantity 
ordered. 

Tudor  have  reacted  to  the  onset  of 
winter  and  the  decline  from  the  summer 
D&P  peak  by  introducing  Tudorcolor 
110  and  126  film  in  12-exposure  lengths 
— dealers  having  reported  that  a  sub- 
stantial market  requirement  still  exists 
for  the  shorter  length.  Wholesale  prices 
of  both  Tl  10-12  and  T126-12  range  from 
£0.70  to  £0.60  according  to  quantity 
(RRP  £0.99).  Tudor  say  that  the  shorter 
exposure  lengths  are  particularly  appreci- 
ated by  younger  photographers  and  are 


Tudorcolor  merchandiser 

popular  during  Christmas  and  winter 
periods  when  flash  is  often  used. 

Two  new  merchandising  units  have 
also  been  introduced.  A  display  pack  of 
80  Tudorcolor  films  in  various  sizes  is 
now  available  for  new  stockists;  it  shows 
the  Tudor  free-album  D&P  promotion 
that  has  been  behind  the  success  of 
Tudorcolor.  The  pack  offers  substantial 
savings  on  normal  net  prices  for  the  film, 
being  supplied  at  £64.10  (plus  5  per  cent 
settlement  discount)  against  the  normal 
net  price  of  £74.30. 

Lower  prices  are  also  offered  on  Tudor 
super  dynamic  cassette  tapes  for  dealers 
wishing  to  take  advantage  of  the  growth 
in  home  recording.  A  free  counter  dis- 


play unit  is  provided  with  an  order  of  36 
tapes,  12  of  each  size,  (C60,  C90  and 
C120).  Net  price  for  the  starter  pack, 
complete  with  merchandiser,  is  £21.36, 
(less  5  per  cent  settlement  discount)  and 
volume  rates  are  available.  Tudor  Photo- 
graphic Wholesale  Ltd,  30  Oxgate  Lane 
Industrial  Estate,  London  NW2  7HU. 

Marketing  changes 

From  January  1,  the  distribution  of 
Nilbite;  Dentifoam  and  Simpson's  foot 
ointment  will  be  undertaken  by  Dendron 
Ltd.  Laboratory  Facilities  Ltd  will  con- 
tinue to  handle  the  marketing  of  Clear- 
specs  lens  tissues  and  Pylatum  regulators, 
but  Pylatum  ointment  has  been  with- 
drawn pending  a  decision  on  its  future, 
mainly  as  a  result  of  poor  sales.  Labora- 
tory Facilities  Ltd,  24  Britwell  Road, 
Burnham,  Slough  SL1  8 AG. 
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Cossack  joins  up 
with  Hepworths 

Reckitt  Toiletry  Products  have  teamed 
Cossack  hairspray  with  Hepworths,  the 
independent  multiple  tailor,  in  an 
exclusive  on-pack  offer.  A  voucher  in- 
corporated in  the  Cossack  pack  label  en- 
titles the  holder  to  a  £5  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  a  purchase  (or  purchases)  amount- 
ing to  £40  or  over,  at  any  of  Hepworths 
350  retail  branches  in  the  UK.  The  offer 
will  apply  to  both  the  small  (120gm)  and 
large  (150gm)  sizes  as  well  as  all  three 
variants  (dry,  normal  and  extra  hold). 

The  purchase  can  be  of  one  item  or 
many  but  the  total  must  exceed  £40  to 
be  eligible  for  the  £5  reduction.  Only 
one  £5  voucher  may  be  redeemed  against 
each  £40  purchase,  but  there  is  no  limit 
to  the  number  of  redemptions  possible, 
provided  the  £40  qualifying  minimum  is 
reached  and,  of  course,  the  appropriate 
number  of  vouchers  are  presented.  Thus, 
two  £5  vouchers  can  be  used  to  reduce 
the  price  of,  say,  an  £80  suit. 

"Superficially  there  may  seem  to  be 
little  connection  between  hairspray  and 
Hepworths,"  says  Cossack  product  man- 
ager John  Honey.  "But  the  well- 
groomed  man  is  usually  the  well-dressed 
man  and  people  who  care  about  their 
clothes  are  fussy  about  their  hair.  Cos- 


sack is  a  growth  brand  in  a  declining 
market  where  fashion — and  let's  face  it, 
built-in  male  resistance  to  hairsprays — 
plays  a  dominant  part."  Latest  figures 
show  that  Cossack  has  over  half  the  mar- 
ket share  in  grocers,  38  per  cent  in 
chemists.  In  each  sector  the  Cossack 
slice  is  said  to  be  around  double  that  of 
the  "runner-up"  brand.  Reckitt  Toiletry 
Products,  Reckitt  House,  Stoneferry 
Road,  Hull  HU8  8DD. 


Eucryl  advertise 
over  Christmas 

Eucryl  toothpowder  will  be  on  television 
over  the  Christmas  period.  The  campaign 
will  run  from  December  21  to  Janu- 
ary 1,  aimed  at  non-smokers  who  have  a 
problem  with  stained  teeth.  According  to 
LRC,  42  per  cent  of  the  adult  non- 
smoking papulation  find  staining  of  teeth 
a  serious  problem. 

The  commercial  features  regular  mild 
mint  and  regular  strong  mint  using  the 
copy  line  "Eucryl  regular  .  .  .  with  its 
new  minty  flavours  .  .  .  takes  off  what 
you  don't  want  on".  Production  prob- 
lems experienced  earlier  in  the  year  have 
now  been  resolved,  say  LRC,  and  Eucryl 
is  available  again  in  the  four  flavours. 
LRC  Products  Ltd,  Sanitas  House,  Stock- 
well  Green,  London  SW9  9JJ. 

Singing  loo 

Jeyes  are  backing  Brobat  Bloo  with  a 
second  phase  of  national  television 
advertising.  The  £325,000  campaign  runs 
until  Christmas  to  coincide  with  the  sea- 
sonal peak  buying  period. 

Using  the  award-winning  "singing 
loo"  commercial  with  voice-over  by  Ken- 
neth Williams,  the  script  now  claims 
that  Bloo  is  the  only  flush  cleaner  with 
germicide.   Commenting  on  the  back- 


ground to  the  campaign,  product  group 
manager  Alan  Blackburn  says:  "During 
the  first  phase  of  our  advertising,  Bloo 
increased  to  24  per  cent  its  lead  over  the 
nearest  rival.  At  the  same  time  the  total 
flush  colourant  market  has  grown  by 
23  per  cent  in  twelve  months."  Jeyes 
Ltd,  Thetford,  Norfolk. 

Larger  Henara 

Henna  Hair  Health  have  introduced 
105ml  size  Henara  gloss  shampoos 
(£0.79).  Until  December  20  there  is  a 
bonus  on  initial  purchases.  Henna  Hair 
Health,  Classic  House,  174  Old  Street, 
London  EC1. 

Slender  on  TV 

Carnation  are  backing  their  Slender  meal 
replacement  range  with  a  national  (ex- 
cluding Channel  Islands)  television  cam- 
paign worth  £230,000.  The  campaign  will 
feature  Margi  Campi,  who  successfully 
slimmed  in  two  earlier  promotions  for 
the  brand,  in  a  series  of  45-second  com- 
mercials during  the  three-week  post- 
Christmas  period  beginning  January  7. 
Carnation  say  this  is  the  largest  amount 
they  have  spent  on  Slender  during  the 
"important  promotional  period".  Carna- 
tion Foods  Co  Ltd,  11  High  Road, 
London  N2  8 AW. 


Sweetex  launch  a 
Calorie  Club 

[n  association  with  their  product  Sweetex, 
Crookes  Anestan  are  launching  a  Calorie 
Club  designed  to  provide  members  with 
regular  and  topical  help  on  slimming, 
keeping  trim  and  healthy  living. 

The  Club  newsletter  will  be  published 
four  times  a  year.  The  first  gives  tips 
and  recipes  for  surviving  the  Christmas 
and  (New  Year  season.  Suggestions  for 
simple  exercises  will  also  be  a  regular 
feature  and  each  newsletter  will  include 
a  members'  offer. 

The  company  explains  that  the  Club  is 
backed  by  a  team  of  medical,  home  eco- 
nomics and  dietetic  experts  who  will  con- 
tribute to  the  newsletter  and  handle  in- 
dividual inquiries.  Membership  costs  £1 
for  two  years. 

Mr  Swaby  of  Crookes  Anestan  out- 
lined the  philosophy  behind  the  creation 
of  this  Club  that  it  should  not  be  a 
slimmers  club  as  such  but  more  one 
aimed  at  the  weight  conscious — people 
looking  for  a  healthier  life.  As  such  he 
believed  it  would  have  a  broad  appeal. 
Brand  manager,  Graham  Gilbert,  added 
that  he  was  doubly  interested  in  the  Club 
because  the  comeback  from  members 
would  enable  him  to  understand  the  sort 
of  problems  experienced  by  people  with 
weight  problems. 

An  advertising  campaign  is  currently 
being  prepared  which  echoes  this  theme 
of  Sweetex  leading  the  way  to  a  healthier 
life.  Crookes  Anestan  Ltd,  PO  Box  94, 
1  Thane  Road,  Nottingham  NG2  3AA. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 

Ln — London,  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire;  Y — 
Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW— Wales  and  West, 
So — South;  NE— North-east;  A — Anglia;  U — Ulster; 
We — Westward;  B — Border;   G — Grampian; 
E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

Alka  Seltzer:  All  areas 
Anadin:  All  areas 

Beecham  powders,  hot  lemon:  All  except  E 
Brobat  Bloo:  All  areas 
Buttercup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  NE,  B 
Denim:  All  areas 
Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 
Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  E,  CI 
Imperial  Leather  Classic:  All  except  U,  E, 
CI 

Kodak:  All  areas 

Listermint:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  So 

Mac  throat  lozenges:  M,  Lc,  Y,  So,  NE,  A, 

We 

Melody:  Sc,  G 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E,  CI 

Noir:  All  areas 

Oil  of  Ulay:  All  areas 

Owbridges  Cold  Control:  All  areas 

Scholl  thermal  insoles:  All  except  G 

Wondra:  Y,  NE 
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Good  value  important 
during  slack  period 


The  latest  cosmetics  and  toiletry  prepara- 
tions review  from  JHA  refers  to  the 
period  to  March  1979,  and  reminds 
readers  that,  "because  of  government 
fiscal  action  to  inject  more  money  into 
the  economy  it  was  predicted  that  in 
1978  a  mini-boom  could  be  expected." 
As  the  review  for  1978  showed,  this 
took  place  and  retail  trading  put  on  the 
best  real  term  growth  for  several  years. 
The  cosmetic  and  toiletries  industries 
experienced  this  too,  although  "volume" 
growth  was  only  1.4  per  cent.  It  seems 
that  this  buoyancy  continued  into  the  first 
quarter  of  1979.  Sales  for  that  quarter 
were,  in  real  terms,  just  over  3  per  cent 
above  those  in  the  January-March  period 
1978.  Over  the  whole  twelve-month 
period  the  real  term  increase  amounted 
to  3t  per  cent. 

Sales  of  cosmetics  and  toiletries  to  the 
UK  domestic  trade  in  the  twelve-month 
period  ended  March  1979  amounted  to 
a  little  over  £510  million  at  msp.  At  this 
level  they  recorded  an  increase  on  the 
corresponding  year-ago  period  of  13i  per 
cent — over  the  same  period  prices  rose 
by  10  per  cent  and  there  was,  therefore, 
real  term  growth  of  around  3i  per  cent. 

Insofar  as  trade  demand  for  cosmetics 
and  toiletries  are  concerned  the  mini- 
boom  of  1978  continued  into  the  first 
quarter  of  1979.  Advertising  expenditure 
amounted  to  almost  £48  million;  an  in- 
crease of  12.8  per  cent  on  year-ago  levels. 
Inflation  at  the  end  of  March  1979  was 
running  at  9.8  per  cent,  having  eased 
up  to  this  level  from  its  nadir  of  7.4 
per  cent  in  July  1978.  Total  consumer  ex- 
penditure for  the  period,  at  1975  prices, 
rose  by  5.5  per  cent,  period-on-period; 
expenditure  on  "other  goods"  (including 
cosmetics)  went  up  by  3.9  per  cent. 

Retail  sales,  following  the  buoyancy  in 
1978,  injected  by  the  mini-boom,  eased 
from  an  average  increase  of  5.4  per  cent 
for  1978,  to  3.7  per  cent  the  first  quarter 
of  1979.  At  the  end  of  March  1979,  total 
retail  inventories  were  running  11  per 
cent  higher  than  the  year-ago  figures; 
wholesalers  were  up  by  0.5  per  cent. 

Of  the  nine  broad  product  categories 
into  which  the  market  can  be  divided  six 
recorded  "real  term"  growth  over  the 
period  (expressed  as  a  percentage): 

skin  care  +22.6 

make-up  +  7.0 

men's  products  +  5.4 

deodorants  +0.8 

dental  +0.6 

shampoos  +  0.4 
Those  recording  a  volume  decline  were: 

hair  preparations  -  3.8 

fragrances  —  5.1 

depilatories  -  7.6 


The  situation  for  the  next  12  months 
is  expected  to  be  one  of  slackness,  if  not 
stagnation.  Clearly,  in  a  situation  of  no 
growth,  a  company  will  need  to  be 
especially  competitive  and  efficient,  in  a 
marketing  sense,  if  it  is  to  increase  its 
share  and  move  ahead  faster  than  the 
market.  The  inducement  of  consumers 
to  buy  by  offering  good  value  for  money 
will  be  especially  important.  This  must 
mean  presenting  brands  dramatically,  at 
the  point  of  purchase  as  much  as,  if  not 
more  than,  the  less  direct  and  more  long 
term  image  building  of  consumer  ad- 
vertising, concludes  the  review.  Copies 
of  the  review  are  available  from  John 
Hogston  Associates  Ltd,  23  Golden 
Square,  London  Wl. 


Swimming  into  1980 

For  summer  1980,  Britmarine  predict  the 
emphasis  in  swimming  caps  will  be  on 
fabrics.  They  are  offering  a  range  of 
styles,  from  a  gipsy  look  to  turbans. 
Their  accent  is  also  on  plain  colours  or 
one  colour  prints.  Variety  pack  combin- 
ations have  been  put  together  comprising 
the  best  sellers  in  a  range.  Haffenden, 
Richborough,  Sandwich,  Kent. 


Halls  phone  change 

The  Halls  Hudnut  telephone  number  for 
both  the  Chestnut  Avenue  and  Wood- 
side  Avenue  addresses  has  changed  to 
Eastleigh  (0703)  619777.  Halls  Hudnut, 
Woodside  Avenue,  Eastleigh,  Hants. 


A  scene  from  the  Ducard  commercial! 


Lensine  all  purpose 
hard  lens  solution 

Cooper  Health  Products  Ltd  have  intro- 
duced an  all  purpose  solution  for  hard 
contact  lenses,  Lensine  5  (60ml,  £1.73) 
cleans,  wets,  soaks,  cushions  and  rewets. 
The  mildly  hypertonic  solution  contains 
Poloxamer  407,  hydroxyethylceHulose, 
polyvinyl  alcohol,  polyethylene  glycol, 
benzalkonium  chloride  0.01  per  cent  and 
disodium  edetate  0.05  per  cent.  The  pack 
includes  a  free  lens  carrying  case.  Cooper 
Health  Products  Ltd,  The  Firs,  Whit- 
church, Aylesbury,  Bucks  HP22  4JU. 

Kleenex  coupons 

Television  personality  Jimmy  Savile  is 
endorsing  a  "Natural  savers"  promotion 
for  Kleenex  soft  white  tissues  and  Bright 
&  Beautiful.  Shoppers  will  be  offered  £1 
worth  of  money-off  coupons  for  mainly 
grocery  products  in  exchange  for  two 
proof-of-purchase  "tear-outs".  The  pro- 
motion runs  until  April  30,  1980. 
Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  Kent. 

LRC  back  new  brews 

LRC  Products  are  continuing  support 
for  Dakins  beer  and  Ducard  wine,  home 
brew  concentrates.  A  television  advertis- 
ing campaign  until  December  26  for 
"Ducard — vin  du  patron"  concentrates 
on  London,  Southern,  Midland  and 
Anglia.  The  campaign  had  been  planned 
for  October,  but  due  to  the  ITV  strike 
part  of  the  budget  was  diverted  to 
national  Press.  LRC  Products,  Sanitas 
House,  Stockwell  Green,  London  SW9. 


968    Chemist  &  Druggist 


15  December  1979 


Next  time 
we  need  a 


we'll  know 
who  to  ask. 


You. 

Because  thanks  to  your  efforts  Unicliffe  has 
had  its  bestyearever. 

Limmits  is  number  one  in  the  meal  replace- 
ment market,  and  in  its  first  phenomenal  year  HPD 
has  already  taken  over  the  number  two  spot* 

TCP  is  clear  brand  leader  in  personal 
antiseptics. 

And  you've  helped  us  to  establish  Hawaiian 
Tropic  as  a  major  suntan  brand. 

What  more  can  we  say  except  "thank  you." 


"Nielsen.  Sept/Oct  79. 


Unicliffe 
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Musical  potty  as  an  aid 
for  blind  parents 


The  musical  potty  which  through  elec- 
trical contact  plays  a  tune  when  a  child 
has  used  it  successfully,  has  recently  been 
the  subject  of  publicity  on  the  BBC  radio 
4  Woman's  Hour  programme.  It  has  also 
been  discussed  on  the  "In  Touch"  pro- 
gramme as  an  aid  for  blind  parents  of 
young  children  who  are  unable  to  judge 
when  the  potty  has  been  used. 

The  potty  has  been  developed  by  its 
inventor,  Mr  Maurice  Shaw,  for  some 
years  (see  C&D  October  5,  1974  and 
April  16,  1977).  In  the  bottom  of  the 
potty  are  non-corrosive  metal  studs  which 
allow  current  from  a  \\  volt  battery  to 
flow  when  liquid  or  motion  makes  con- 
tact; the  musical  box  then  operates. 

The  potty  is  available  to  chemists 
(£5.25  trade;  expected  selling  price 
around  £8.50)  from  Sangers  Ltd,  Diploma 
House,  Grammar  School  Walk,  Hunting- 
don PE18  6NY. 

Christmas  holiday 
closings 

Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  and  Thomas 
Morson  Pharmaceuticals:  from  5.30  pm 
Friday,  December  21  until  9  am  Wed- 
nesday, January  2. 

E.  R.  Squibb:  from  5  pm  Friday,  Decem- 
ber 21  until  9  pm  Wednesday,  January 
2.  Sales  service  (Moreton  site)  is  avail- 
able between  10  am  to  1  pm  and  2  pm  to 

4  pm  on  December  27  and  28.  Emerg- 
ency line  is  available  at  all  times  on 
051-677  0171.  Medical  information  avail- 
able on  December  24,  27,  28  and  31, 
from  the  Twickenham  office  (01-892 
0164). 

Approved   Prescription    Services:  from 

5  pm  Friday,  December  21,  until  9  am 
Wednesday,  January  2.  Emergency  sup- 
plies available  from  Cleckheaton  (0274) 
876838,  Cleckheaton  878970,  Mirfield 
(0924),  496124  or  Brighouse  (0484) 
711879. 

Warner-Lambert  Ltd,  (Parke-Davis,  Wm 
R.  Warner,  Warner  P-D):  Usk  Road, 
Pontypool,  from  midday  December  21 
until  8.35  am  January  2.  On  December 
27,  28,  and  31,  personnel  will  be  avail- 
able for  inquiries  and  urgent  orders.  Car- 
fin  distribution  depot,  Motherwell,  from 
December  31  to  January  7  inclusive. 
Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd:  together  with 
Mead  Johnson  warehouse  from  Decem- 
ber 21  to  January  1  inclusive.  A  24  hour 
emergency  supply  service  will  be  manned 
during  this  period  on  0753  44266. 
Miles  Laboratories  Ltd:  closed  on  Dec- 
ember 24,  25  and  26  and  on  January  1. 
Urgent  supplies  can  be  obtained  from 
John,  Bell  and  Croyden,  Wigmore  Street, 
London  Wl. 
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Cox  increases 

From  January  1,  the  prices  of  Cox 
specialities  and  family  medicines  will  be 
increased.  Carriage  and  delivery  charges 
will  be  increased  to  £1.25  on  orders  below 
£50.  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co  Ltd,  Whiddon 
Valley,  Barnstable,  North  Devon. 

More  Phillips  iron 

Phillips  Yeast  Products  have  introduced 
vitaminised  iron  tablets  for  drug  stores 
because  iron  tonic  will  become  pharmacy 
only  on  February  1,  when  the  (transitional 
General  Sale  List  provisions  expire. 

Vitaminised  iron  (100,  £0.69)  includes 
ferrous  carbonate  70mg,  brewers  yeast 
170mg,  vitamin  C  lOmg,  vitamin  B, 
0.1 6mg,  vitamin  B,  0.30mg  and  nicotinic 
acid  2mg.  Phillips  Yeast  Products  Ltd, 
Park  Royal  Road,  London  NW10  7JX. 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIALITIES 

IBERET  500  tablets 

Manufacturer  Abbott  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Queenborough,  Kent  ME11  5EL 
Description  Red  film-coated  tablet  in  sus- 
tained release  form  containing  dried 
ferrous  sulphate  325mg,  ascorbic  acid 
500mg,  nicotinamide  30mg,  thiamine 
nitrate  6mg,  riboflavin  6mg,  calcium 
pantothenate  lOmg,  pyridoxine  hydro- 
chloride 5mg 

Indications  Iron  deficiency  anaemia  and 
simultaneous  treatment  of  vitamin  C 
deficiency.  Vitamin  C  enhances  iron 
absorption  and  promotes  haemopoiesis 
where  underlying  deficiency  limits  opti- 
mal  haemoglobin   formation,  Prophy- 


laxis of  iron  and  vitamins  B  and  C 
deficiency,  particularly  arising  from 
dietary  factors 

Contraindications  Pyridoxine  known  to 
interfere  with  levodopa 
Dosage  Adults — one  tablet  daily  before 
food,  swallowed  whole  with  a  little  water. 
Children — not  suitable  for  under  seven- 
year-olds 

Precautions   Care    in  haemoglobinopa- 
thies,     haemochromatosis,  haemolytic 
anaemias.  Ascorbic  acid  may  interfere 
with  Clinistix  test  for  glucose  in  urine. 
Side  effects  Nausea,  vomiting,  diarrhoea 
or  constipation  less  likely 
Packs  150c  (5  x  30)  £4.50  trade 
Supply  restrictions  Pharmacy  only 
Issued  December  1979 

Cookies  on  FP10 

DP  low  protein  chocolate  flavoured  chip 
cookies  are  available  on  Form  FP10, 
G.  F.  Dietary  Supplies  Ltd,  7  Queens- 
bury  Station  Parade,  Queensbury,  Edg- 
ware,  Middlesex. 

Seranace  code 

Serenace  1.5mg  tablets  are"  being  stam- 
ped "Searle  41".  Searle  Pharmaceuticals, 
Whalton  Road,  Morpeth,  Northumber- 
land. 

Progestasert 

The  Progestasert  system  is  being  distri- 
buted in  Britain  on  behalf  of  Alza,  by 
Polcrome  Ltd,  7  York  Street,  Twicken- 
ham, Middlesex  TW1  3JZ. 

Dixarit  blistered 

Dixarit  tablets  are  being  blister  pack- 
aged. Each  outer  contains  100  tablets  in 
five  sheets  of  20,  price  unchanged. 
WB  Pharmaceuticals  say  the  new  packa- 
ging has  been  designed  to  reduce  the 
likelihood  of  accidental  overdosage  in 
small  dhiildren.  WB  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
PO  Box  23,  Bracknell,  Berks  RG12  4YS. 

Bicnu  injection 

Bicnu  injection  is  an  antineoplastic  sup- 
plied only  to  centres  with  experience  in 
chemotherapy  of  malignant  disease  and 
•is  available  only  through  hospital  whole- 
sale outlets.  Bicnu  (10  x  lOOmg  £125 
trade)  comprises  a  30ml  vial  containing 
lOOmg  carmustine,  and  a  3ml  sterile 
ethanol  diluent.  It  is  a  Prescription  Only 
Medicine  and  indications  include  brain 
tumours,  multiple  .myeloma  and  Hodg- 
kin's  disease.  Mead  Johnson  Division 
Bristol  Laboratories  Ltd,  Stanford 
House,  Station  Road,  Langley,  Bucks. 
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SOLID 
INVESTMENT 


Solid  facts.The  air  freshener  market  grew  by 
39°/d  over  the  last  year.  And  Airwick  Solid  grew  by  160%*. 

For  more  solid  growth, we  have  sent  coupons 
for  10  p  off  Airwick  Solid  to  ten  million  customers. 

Think  about  Airwick's  success  and  Beecham 
know-how  then  stock  your  share  of  Airwick  Solid. 

It's  simply  a  better  investment. 


Bcccham  know  how  to  market  Airwick  know-how. 


*Source:  Independent  Consumer  Audit. 


TCP  ON  TV 
THIS  WINTER 


Through  the  months  of 
peak  demand  for  sore 
throat  treatments, 
TCP  is  on  nationwide  TV 
with  TCP  Liquid  and 

TCP  Pastilles  in  its  biggest 
ever  campaign. 


.  lemon 
|  ]  flavoured 

throat  pastilles 


SOOTHES  PAIN 
FIGHTS  INFECTION 


SAFE  FOR  INTERNAL 
AMI  EXTERNA)  LSI 


sot  .'thing  and 
frtisepiic 


TCP  &Olies 


ader  f rim  Unicliffe  Limited 
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Search  for  rare  disease  treatments  stagnating 


Drug  innovation  during  the  next  decade 
or  so  is  likely  to  become  increasingly 
more  difficult  'because  of  the  still  stricter 
regulations  being  imposed  by  legislators 
in  many  countries. 

It  is  disappointing  that  committees 
deciding  on  the  terms  of  drug  acceptance 
for  their  particular  countries  have  so  far 
done  little  to  reach  agreement  amongst 
themselves  even  on  the  core  data  deman- 
ded let  alone  on  the  frills  that  surround 
the  basic  facts.  It  can  now  take  three 
to  five  years  to  identify  a  new  compound, 
a  further  eight  to  ten  years  for  drug 
development  and  then  some  five  years 
for  market  development.  Such  a  new 
drug  would  have  no  worthwhile  com- 
mercial existence  during  its  patent  life. 

Meanwhile  the  search  for  new  chemo- 
therapeutic  agents  for  the  treatment  of 
rare  diseases  is  stagnating  as  companies 
are  unwilling  to  invest  several  million 
pounds  in  the  development  of  a  promi- 
sing compound  when  it  is  known  that 
potential  sales  even  on  a  world  wide 
basis  cannot  hope  to  recoup  more  than 
a  minute  percentage  of  such  outlay. 


Cardiovascular  drugs 

Nadolol  (Corgard)  is  a  new  beta-adren- 
ergic receptor  blocking  agent  with  no 
intrinsic  sympathomimetic  activity,  thus 
making  it  useful  in  the  management  of 
hypertensives  who  may  be  liable  to 
asthmatic  attacks.  Nevertheless  caution 
in  its  use  is  demanded  in  patients  with 
non-allergic  bronchospasm.  Nadolol  has 
a  prolonged  action  which  permits  once 
daily  dosage.  If  the  drug  alone  fails  to 
achieve  the  desired  fall  in  blood  pressure 
additional  therapy  with  a  diuretic,  per- 
ipheral vasodilator  and/or  other  anti- 
hypertensive drugs  is  advised. 

Captopril  (Capoten),  mentioned  in  our 
last  review,  is  the  first  orally  active 
inhibitor  of  angiotensin-converting  en- 
zyme. Clinical  trials  are  continuing  in 
essential  and  renovascular  hypertension 
where  it  is  reported  that  the  compound 
is  especially  effective  in  patients  refrac- 
tory to  high  doses  of  other  drugs.  Pro- 
teinuria has  been  reported  in  a  small 
number  of  cases  all  of  which  suffered 
severe  or  inadequately  controlled  hyper- 
tension due  to  a  condition  which  itself 
could  have  been  the  cause  of  the  pro- 
teinuria. 

Diuretics  are  frequently  required  in 
the  management  of  cardiac  disease.  A 
new  antihypertensive  diuretic  has  been 
introduced  under  the  name  xipamide 
(Diurexan).  In  contrast  with  the  thia- 
zides, the  main  site  of  action  is  in  the 
distal  tubule  of  the  kidney,  with  activity 
extending   to   the   ascending   limb  of 


Henle's  loop.  This  gives  xipamide  a 
powerful  but  gentle  diuretic  effect. 
Xipamide  produces  a  smooth  reduction 
of  blood  pressure  in  mild  to  moderate 
cases  of  hypertension  using  a  single 
morning  dose  of  20mg.  In  more  severe 
cases,  doubling  the  morning  dosage  is 
recommended.  The  drug  may  also  be 
combined  effectively  With  other  blood 
pressure  reducing  agents.  Xipamide  is 
also  indicated  as  a  diuretic  in  congestive 
cardiac  failure,  hepatic  oedema,  renal 
oedema,  etc. 


Centrally-acting  drugs 

The  chemistry  of  pain  relief  and  pain 
has  been  greatly  enhanced  by  the  identi- 
fication of  an  endogenous  peptide  with 
analgesic  activity  in  pigs'  brains.  This 
substance  has  been  isolated  and  synthe- 
sised.  Several  related  peptides  have  been 
found  and  are  known  as  endorphins  and 
enkephalins.  Electrical  stimulation  of 
parts  of  the  brain  of  animals  produces 
analgesia  similar  to  that  produced  by 
morphine. 

In  man  similar  cerebral  stimulation 
has  given  great  benefit  to  patients  with 
certain  types  of  persistent  pain.  Toler- 
ance occurs  as  with  the  opiate  analgesics 
but  this  can  be  overcome  by  disulfiram 
250mg  daily  or  L-tryptophan  3g  daily. 
Research  into  the  isolation  of  active 
enkephalins  that  will  replace  the  elec- 
trical stimulation  continues  and  there  are 
hopes  that  an  orally  active  compound 
will  be  found. 

There  is  some  evidence  that  enke- 
phalins and  endorphins  may  be  involved 
in  the  pathogenesis  of  some  aspects  of 
schizophrenia.  Experimental  evidence 
has  led  to  the  hypothesis  that  the  illegal 
use  of  morphine  might  sometimes  be  an 
attempt  to  obtain  relief  from  psychotic 
symptoms  unaffected  by  conventional 
therapy.  This  may  introduce  the  way  to 
an  entirely  novel  therapeutic  approach 
to  schizophrenia. 

Further  benzodiazepine  compounds 
continue  to  appear,  namely  triazolam 
(Halcion)  and  clobazam  (Frisium).  The 
former  is  a  straight-forward  hypnotic 
indicated  for  short  term  or  intermittent 


management  of  recurring  insomnia,  and 
sleeplessness  associated  with  anxiety  and 
emotional  states.  The  recommended 
dosage  is  0.25mg  at  bedtime,  with 
0. 125mg  for  geriatric  patients.  The  drug 
has  been  temporarily  banned  from  use 
in  Holland  because  of  reports  of  anxiety, 
depression  and  oversens'itivity  to  sound 
and  light  in  patients  taking  it.  These 
effects  may  be  due  to  the  higher  dosage 
used  in  Holland  where  it  is  supplied  in 
tablets  of  0.25mg,  0.5mg  and  lmg.  For- 
tunately very  few  adverse  reactions  have 
been  reported  to  the  Committee  on 
Safety  of  Medicines,  so  that  there  are 
at  present  no  plans  to  withhold  its  use 
in  the  UK. 

Clobazam  belongs  to  a  new  series  of 
benzodiazepines,  being  a  1,  5  benzo- 
diazepine, whereas  the  nitrogen  atoms 
of  the  conventional  drugs  of  this  group 
are  in  the  1,  4  positions  of  the  diazepine 
ring.  Clobazam  has  the  usual  anti- 
anxiety action  of  these  compounds  with 
minimal  sedation  and  muscle  relaxant 
effects.  The  advised  dosage  in  acute  and 
chronic  anxiety  is  lOmg  thrice  daily, 
reduced  to  lOmg  twice  a  day  in  geriatric 
patients.  It  is  contra-indicated  in  hyper- 
sensitivity to  benzodiazepines  and  in 
myasthenia  gravis. 

Failing  memory  is  a  common  feature 
of  old  age,  it  is  therefore  of  great 
interest  to  know  that  meclofenoxate 
hydrochloride  (Lucidril)  a  substance  al- 
ready in  use  in  the  management  of 
involutional  changes  associated  with 
ageing,  is  being  studied  for  its  effect  on 
memory  and  other  functions  in  elderly 
subjects.  For  this  purpose  the  drug  is 
being  given  in  a  dosage  of  up  to  1500mg 
daily.  Significant  improvement  in  mem- 
ory function  has  already  been  reported. 
Piracetam  is  another  drug  undergoing 
clinical  trial  to  improve  memory  and 
alertness  in  geriatric  patients. 

r        fk      1 1 


Anti-inflammatory  agents 

What  justification  is  there  for  further 
additions  to  the  already  considerable 
number  of  non-steroidal  anti-inflamma- 
tory agents?  It  would  appear  that  there 
is  still  a  demand  for  new  drugs  of  this 
type  because  of  the  marked  individual 
variation  in  response  to  existing  pro- 
ducts. Some  subjects  derive  great  relief 
with  a  particular  compound  while  others 
receive  only  mediocre  or  poor  responses, 
thus  a  wide  range  of  compounds  is  nec- 
essary if  all  patients  suffering  chronic 
rheumatic  disorders  are  to  get  maximum 
benefit. 

Two    new    anti-inflammatory  agents 
Continued  on  p975 
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Dogs  lead. 

The  Andrex  puppy  has  such  a  busy  schedule,  we  were  only  just  able 
to  catch  a  glimpse  of  him. 

He's  on  full  view  all  the  year  round  with  continuous  appearances  on 
television,  backed  with  full-colour  press  advertising.  You'll  also  see  him 
presenting  even  more  big-value  consumer  promotions  in  1980. 

He  offers  your  customers  softness,  strength  and 
length,  all  in  one  pack. 

This  is  why  Andrex  business  is  such  good  busi- 
ness, and  why  it  outsells  even  its  nearest  competitor  I  A  ri/lmv] 
by  more  than  three  to  one.  No  wonder  Andrex  has  lAllllltMLI 
the  toilet  tissue  market  collared.  " 

Soft,  strong  and  very  long. 


Andrex*  is  a  Bowater  +  Scott  quality  product. 
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Advances  in 
therapy 

Continued  from  p973 
have  been  launched  during  the  year, 
namely  tolmetin  sodium  (Tolectin)  and 
diclofenac  (Voltarol).  The  latter  is  a 
non-steroidal  anti-inflammatory  analgesic 
with  antipyretic  action.  It  depends  for 
its  effect  on  inhibiting  prostaglandin 
synthetase.  Its  indications  are  rheuma- 
toid arthritis  and  the  osteoarthroses. 
Adult  dosage  is  25-50mg  three  times  a 
day  to  start,  reduced  to  the  minimum 
dose  given  adequate  control  of  symptoms. 
Like  most  other  drugs  of  its  type  diclo- 
fenac is  contra-indicated  in  peptic  ulcer 
and  asthmatic  subjects  whose  attacks 
may  be  precipitated  by  aspirin  and  simi- 
lar agents. 

Tolmetin  is  the  result  of  research  into 
the  modification  of  indole  acetic  acid 
analogues,  eg  indomethacin,  and  is  a 
derivative  of  pyrrole  acetic  acid.  Clinical 
trials  have  shown  tolmetin  comparable 
in  effect  to  aspirin  and  phenylbutazone, 
coupled  with  good  tolerance.  Gastro- 
intestinal side  effects  are  less  frequent 
than  with  asprin,  while  the  central  ner- 
vous system  effects  seen  with  phenylbuta- 
zone are  rare  with  tolmetin.  The  total 
daily  dose  range  is  from  600  to  l,800mg 
given  in  three  to  four  doses,  later  adjusted 
until  the  best  result  is  obtained. 

Another  non-steroidal  anti-inflamma- 
itory  drug  is  piroxicam  (Feldene)  recently 
marketed  on  the  continent  and  to  be 
launched  here  in  due  course.  This  com- 
pound has  a  plasma  half-life  of  45  hours, 
so  that  once  daily  dosage  is  effective. 
It  is  claimed  to  be  better  tolerated  than 
aspirin  and  indomethacin. 


Antihistamine  agents 

Ketotifen    (Zaditen)    an  antihistamine, 
has  been  marketed  for  the  prophylactic 
treatment  of  bronchial  asthma.  The  com- 
pound has  strong  anti-anaphylactic  activ- 
ity, which  is  mainly  due  to  its  inhibiting 
.he  release  of  histamine  and  the  "slow 
reacting   substance"   from   mast  cells. 
There  is  also  a  sustained  inhibitory  effect 
m  histamine  receptors.  Dosage  is  lmg 
jf  ketotifen  base  (the  capsules  contain 
l.38mg    ketotifen    hydrogen  fumarate 
equivalent  to  lmg  base)  twice  a  day.  As 
he  drug  takes  several  weeks  to  produce 
ts  full  prophylactic  effect  it  should  be 
:ontinued  until  it  is  obvious  that  either 
lseful  or  no  benefit  is  to  be  obtained. 
\nti-asthmatic  drugs  already  in  use,  eg 
ystemic    corticosteroids    and  ACTH, 
hould  not  be  withdrawn  abruptly  when 
ong  term  ketotifen  treatment  is  begun. 
2manuel  et  al.  (Brit.  J.  Clin.  Pharmacol., 
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1979,  7,  189)  have  shown  that  cinnarizine 
(Stugeron)  given  orally,  75mg  thrice 
daily,  to  chronic  asthmatic  patients  pro- 
duces a  significant  improvement  in  peak 
flow  rate,  with  reduction  in  symptomatic 
bronchodilator  use  and  a  reduction  in 
the  subjective  assessment  of  asthma  sev- 
erity. While  these  observations  do  not 
indicate  the  clinical  use  of  cinnarizine  in 
asthma  they  have  encouraged  a  search 
for  chemical  analogues  of  cinnarizine 
with  greater  antiallergic  activity  and 
little  or  no  antihistamine  activity.  One 
of  these  analogues  is  oxatomide  with 
which  large  scale  clinical  studies  have 
been  made  but  the  results  have  not  yet 
been  assessed. 

Meanwhile  the  indications  for  sodium 
cromoglycate  (Malcrom)  have  been 
widened  to  include  its  use  in  food 
allergy.  The  drug  is  believed  to  have  a 
stabilising  effect  on  mast  cells  capable 
of  releasing  mediators,  which  in  gastro- 
intestinal disorders  cause  local  inflam- 
mation giving  rise  to  gastro-intestinal 
symptoms  or  permitting  absorption  of 
antigens  which  cause  systemic  allergic 
reactions.  Adult  dosage  is  two  lOOmg 
capsules  four  times  a  day  before  meals, 
reducing  to  the  minimum  dose  needed 
to  maintain  the  patient  symptom  free. 


Antineoplastic  therapy 

Alkylating  agents,  ie  compounds  which 
crosslink  DNA  and  thus  arrest  cell  divi- 
sion, have  been  available  for  several 
years  for  the  management  of  neoplastic 
disease.  Ifosfamide  (Mitoxana)  is  an 
addition  to  this  group  which  does  not 
show  in  vitro  cytotoxic  activity  until 
activated  by  microsomal  enzymes.  Clini- 
cally it  is  used  to  treat  tumours  of  the 
testis,  pancreas,  ear,  nose  and  throat, 
ovary,  bone,  lung,  gastro-intestinal  tract 
and  kidney,  and  in  lymphomas  and  soft 
tissue  sarcomata.  Ifosfamide  is  admini- 
stered by  intravenous  injection  or  infu- 
sion given  daily  over  three  to  ten  days. 
The  course  is  repeated  after  two  to  four 
weeks  and  a  minimum  of  three  courses 
is  advised.  Numerous  side  effects  have 
been  reported. 

A  novel  anticancer  agent  which  may 
possibly  act  similarly  to  the  alkylating 
agents  is  cisplatin  (Neoplatin).  This  is  a 
platinum-containing  compound  and  is  the 
first  heavy  metal  drug  to  be  marketed 
for  the  treatment  of  neoplasm.  The  bac- 
terial cell  division-inhibiting  property  of 
platinum  complexes  was  discovered  in. 
the  1960s  and  by  1968  one  such  sub- 
stance, cisplatin,  was  found  to  be  most 
effective  in  inhibiting  growth  of  tumours 
in  animals.  Clinical  trials  have  shown  its 
efficacy  in  human  neoplastic  disorders, 
especially  in  the  treatment  of  metastatic 
testicular  and  ovarian  tumours.  Cisplatin 
is  less  toxic  to  normal  rapidly  prolifera- 
ting cells  of  the  body,  eg  cells  of  the 
bone  marrow  and  skin,  than  some  other 
cytotoxic  drugs. 

It  is  advised  that  cisplatin  should  be 
used  in  addition  to  surgery  and/or  radio- 


therapy, or  with  established  combina- 
tion therapy.  The  combination  of  cispla- 
tin, bleomycin  and  vinblastine  is  reported 
to  be  highly  effective.  Each  dose  of 
cisplatin  is  given  by  intravenous  in- 
fusion over  six  to  eight  hours.  Nausea 
and  vomiting  are  frequent  side  effects. 
A  US  report  (New.Eng.J.Med.,  1979, 
301,47)  advises  that  droperidol  (Drolep- 
tan)  given  intravenously  totally  preven- 
ted nausea  and  vomiting  due  to  cisplatin 
in  a  number  of  cases  refractory  to  con- 
ventional anti-emetics. 

Nabilone,  a  synthetic  cannabinoid  has 
been  found  superior  to  prochlorperazine 
as  an  anti-emetic  in  subjects  receiving 
cancer  therapy.  Side  effects  including 
dizziness,  inco-ordination  and  hallucina- 
tions have  prevented  wider  use  of  nabi- 
lone, but  it  is  understood  that  other 
cannabinoid  anti-emetics  are  on  the  way. 

m 

Antimicrobial  agents 

In  our  1978  review,  three  new  cephalo- 
sporins were  introduced.  While  these  are 
all  highly  active  against  a  wide  range  of 
both  Gram-positive  and  Gram-negative 
organisms,  they  all  suffer  the  disadvan- 
tage of  requiring  parenteral  administra- 
tion. This  year  has  seen  the  availability 
of  yet  another  cephalosporin,  namely 
cefaclor  (Distaclor)  which  can  be  given 
orally.  Cefaclor  has  a  spectrum  of  activ- 
ity similar  to  other  antibiotics  of  the 
group  but  is  claimed  to  have  somewhat 
increased  activity  against  Haemophilus 
influenzae,  including  ampicillin-resistant 
strains.  Adult  dosage  is  250mg  every 
eight  hours,  increased  for  more  severe 
infections  or  those  caused  by  less  suscep- 
tible organisms.  Maximum  daily  dosage 
is  2g.  Caution  is  necessary  in  giving 
cefaclor  to  patients  with  known  penicillin 
sensitivity  as  cases  of  partial  cross-aller- 
genicity  between  penicillin  and  cephalo- 
sporins have  occurred. 

An  addition  to  the  penicillin  range  is 
ticarcillin  (Ticar).  This  is  a  broad  spec- 
trum antibiotic  with  activity  against 
Streptococcus  spp,  Staphylococcus 
aureus,  Clostridia,  Bacteroides,  Pseudo- 
monas  and  Proteus  spp,  E.  coli  and 
Haemophilus  influenzae.  Ticarcillin  is 
given  either  intramuscularly  or  intra- 
venously in  an  adult  dosage  of  15  to 
20g  in  divided  doses  every  six  to  eight 
hours.  It  is  indicated  for  general  sys- 
temic, respiratory  tract  and  urinary  tract 
infections,  septicaemia,  peritonitis,  endo- 
carditis, infected  burns  and  wounds  and 
post  operative  infections.  Ticarcillin  acts 
synergistically  with  aminoglycosides  eg 
streptomycin,  neomycin,  kanamycin 
and  amikasin  against  Pseudomonas  and 
other  organisms.  It  is  especially  useful  in 
patients  with  lowered  host  defences. 

Cinoxacin  CCinobac)  is  an  antibiotic 
indicated  for  the  therapy  of  acute  recur- 
rent and  chronic  upper  and  lower  urinary 
tract  infections  caused  by  susceptible 
organisms,  which  include  most  strains  of 

Continued  on  p976 
Chemist  &  Druggist  975 


£88,000  for 
pharmacist 
after  car 
crash 

A  pharmacist  who  suffered  severe  brain 
damage  in  a  road  accident  was  trans- 
formed from  an  energetic,  enthusiastic 
and  successful  businessman  with  a  zest 
for  life,  into  a  mental  and  physical 
invalid,  said  a  judge  last  week. 

In  the  Court  of  session  in  Edinburgh, 
Lord  Kincraig  awarded  William  Gordon, 
65,  of  Park  Avenue,  Portobello,  Edin- 
burgh, £88,226  damages.  He  had  already 
been  paid  an  interim  award  of  £20,000. 
Mr  Gordon  sued  Malcolm  Muir  of 
Mountcastle  Drive  South,  Edinburgh,  for 
£125,000.  Their  cars  were  involved  in  a 
head-on  collision  on  the  Grantown-on- 
Spey  to  Nairn  road  in  July  1975.  Muir 
was  later  fined  £40  for  careless  driving 
and  admitted  liability  for  the  accident. 


The  judge  said  that  Mr  Gordon's  in- 
juries had  caused  defective  vision,  insta- 
bility and  general  intellectual  and  emo- 
tional impairment.  Mr  Gordon  has  had 
to  sell  his  pharmacy. 

ICI  lose  court  bid 
against  Berk 

ICI  have  failed  in  their  bid  to  obtain 
a  pre-trial  injunction  to  prevent  Berk 
Pharmaceuticals  selling  the  Berkalol 
brand  of  propranolol.  ICI  no  longer  hold 
the  patent  on  propranolol  and  have 
brought  the  case  on  the  grounds  of  pass- 
ing off,  because  of  a  similarity  of  colour 
of  ICI  and  Berk  propranolol  tablets. 

No  firm  date  has  been  set  for  the  pass- 
ing off  action  to  be  heard,  though  it  is 
likely  to  be  some  time  in  1980.  Berk  plan 
to  continue  supplies  of  Berkalol. 

Actions  stayed  on 
Wellcome  patents 

Claims  by  Wellcome  Foundation  against 
four  drug  companies,  alleging  infringe- 
ment of  Wellcome's  British  patents  for 
Septrin,  or  Bactrim,  were  disposed  of  in 
the  High  Court  last  week. 


Actions  against  Harris  Pharmaceuti- 
cals, Berk  Pharmaceuticals  and  RP 
Drugs  were  stayed  by  Mr  Justice  Graham 
on  the  defendants  agreeing  not  to  in- 
fringe and  to  provide  information  about 
their  sources  of  the  drug. 

The  fourth  action,  against  DDSA 
Pharmaceuticals,  was  stayed  on  terms 
that  DDSA  would  apply  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  for  a  variation  of  the 
company's  present  product  licence  en- 
abling it  to  manufacture  the  drug  in  a 
form  which  would  not  infringe  the  Well- 
come patent. 

Sangers'  damages 
claim  adjourned 

Sangers'  claim  for  damages  against 
several  companies,  including  Dixons 
Photographic  '{C&D  March  3,  p245)  has 
been  adjourned  again.  Due  to  be  heard 
on  November  12,  the  case  has  been  set 
back  to  an  unspecified  date. 

The  claim  is  based  on  potential 
profits  Sangers  say  they  have  lost  by 
failing  to  acquire  the  Westons  retail 
pharmacy  chain.  The  case  was  originally 
heard  in  chambers  in  February  and  was 
adjourned  until  March  9,  when  it  was 
again  adjourned. 


Advances  in 
therapy 

Continued  from  p975 
Citrobacter,  Enterobacter,  E.  coli,  Kleb- 
siella, Proteus,  etc.  Dosage  is  500mg 
twice  a  day  for  seven  to  14  days.  It  is 
not  recommended  for  children.  Caution 
is  required  when  it  is  given  to  patients 
with  lowered  renal  function  and  it  is 
contra-indicated  in  severely  impaired 
renal  function. 

A  combination  antibiotic  consisting  of 
clavulanic  acid  (a  betalactamase  inhibi- 
tor from  a  species  of  Streptomyces)  and 
amoxycillin  is  reported  to  have  a  wider 
antibacterial  spectrum  than  amoxycillin 
alone.  The  combination,  known  as  Aug- 
mentin,  is  undergoing  clinical  trials  in 
this  and  many  other  countries. 

Pharmacists  have  become  well  accus- 
tomed to  cotrimoxazole  (Bactrim,  Sep- 
trin), a  combination  of  5:  1  ratio  of  sul- 
phamethoxazole  and  trimethoprim  which 
are  believed  to  act  in  synergy  on  sequen- 
tial stages  in  the  metabolic  pathway  of 
purine  synthesis,  thus  attacking  an  im- 
portant biochemical  process  in  the  micro- 
organism. It  is  somewhat  surprising 
therefore  that,  after  more  than  ten  years' 
clinical  use  of  this  combination,  simple 
preparations  of  trimethoprim  alone  (Ipral, 
Trimopan)  are  now  being  marketed. 
Trimethoprim  alone  is  stated  to  be  at 
least  as  effective  as  cotrimoxazole,  with 


fewer  side  effects,  especially  regarding 
sulphonamide  toxicity  and  sensitivity. 
Trimethoprim  is  advised  for  long  term 
prophylaxis  of  recurrent  urinary  tract 
infections  in  a  dosage  of  lOOmg  at  bed- 
time, and  for  acute  urinary  tract  infec- 
tions at  the  rate  of  200mg  twice  daily. 


Pulmonary  embolism 

Urokinase  is  a  plasminogen  activator 
which  produces  plasmin,  a  proteolytic 
enzyme  that  reduces  fibrin  into  peptide 
particles  which  are  then  dispersed  in 
blood.  Urokinase  for  clinical  use  in  the 
treatment  of  pulmonary  embolism  was 
previously  extracted  from  large  quanti- 
ties of  human  urine,  but  a  new  more 
efficient  and  economical  source  is  from 
human  kidney  cells  grown  in  tissue  cul- 
ture. The  urokinase  so  produced  (Abbo- 
kinase)  has  recently  become  commer- 
cially available  and  while  its  use  is 
obviously  limited  to  hospitals  for  pul- 
monary embolism,  it  is  hoped  it  may  be 
important  in  management  of  deep  vein 
thrombosis  and  myocardial  infarction. 


Antidiabetic  agent 

A  new  sulphonylurea,  gliquidone  (Glu- 
renorm)  has  recently  been  marketed  for 
the  treatment  of  maturity  onset  diabetes. 
It  is  thought  that  the  sulphonylureas  act 
by  increasing  insulin  release  from  the 
pancreas  and  that  this  explains  why 
some  patients  fail  to  respond  and 
increased  doses  are  ineffective.  Gliqui- 


done is  supplied  as  30mg  tablets  and 
dosage  is  120mg  per  day  in  two  or  three 
divided  doses,  with  the  largest  dose  taken 
before  breakfast. 


Male  contraceptive 

The  search  for  an  effective,  safe,  male 
oral  contraceptive  continues.  Promising 
results  have  been  reported  from  China, 
using  gossypol,  a  phenol  obtained  from 
the  root,  stem  and  seeds  of  the  cotton 
plant.  Clinical  workers  claim  that  more 
than  10,000  men  have  used  gossypol  with 
an  effective  contraception  rate  up  to 
99.89  per  cent.  It  is  reported  to  cause 
hypokalemia  in  some  cases.  Gossypol 
is  also  being  studied  in  America. 


Paracetamol  poisoning 

The  widespread  substitution  of  aspirin  by 
paracetamol  as  a  "safer  alternative"  has 
led  to  a  rapid  increase  in  the  incidence 
of  paracetamol  poisoning.  Ingestion  of 
10  to  15g  may  give  rise  to  hepatic 
necrosis,  while  a  single  intake  of  25g 
or  more  is  potentially  fatal.  Treatment 
has  been  by  the  intravenous  infusion  of 
cysteamine,  a  substance  not  always 
readily  available.  Recently  an  intravenous 
presentation  of  N-acetylcysteine  (Par- 
volex)  has  been  marketed,  which  is 
claimed  to  be  effective  if  given  up  to 
eight  hours  after  paracetamol  overdos- 
age, thereafter  its  effectiveness  diminishes 
so  that  after  15  hours  it  becomes  totally 
ineffective  and  is  possibly  harmful. 
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WILL  ANYONE 
MISS  SLENDER'S 

£230000 

JANUARY TV 
ADVERTISING? 

In  January  Margi  Campi  returns  to  the  screen. 

You'll  probably  remember  her.  She's  the  Liverpool  lass  who 
successfully  slimmed  onT.V. 

Her  Northern  charm  and  trimmer  figure  established 
Slender  as  a  best  seller. 

Now  she's  coming  back  to 
remind  those  who  over-indulged  at 

Christmas  how  they  can  lose  a  few        Sweetened  Dried 

j         •  i    01         1  Skimmed  Milk 

pounds  with  Slender.  sows**  M 

A  Minerals  and 

This  year  it  has  remained  brand  Vrtamins 

I        ,        j         .  -  .  .  Simply  add  milk,  i 

leader  despite  increased  competition.    99  calories  per  ounce 

»       1  1  «    «  232  calories  with  * 

And  next  month  it  won  t  be  our 
sales  figures  that  are  reducing. 


Slimmers'meal  replacement 

/veetened  Dri< 
Skimmed  Milk 


Sienaer  is  effective  only  as  a  Dart 
of  a  caione  controlled  diet 


SLIM  CHANCE. 


IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
FROM  PROCTER  &  GAMBLE 

Commencing  December  31st  1979,  it  is  our  intention  to  simplify 
significantly  the  Promotional  handling  of  our  Brands. 
This  decision  is  taken  against  the  background  of:- 

J  Trade  and  Consumer  Association  opposition  to  the  almost  continuous 
'use  of  printed  price  messages  on  our  packs  and  the  resulting 
instore  complexity  in  pricing. 

2  The  Soap  &  Detergent  Industry  agreement  which,  from  Jan.  1st  1980, 
limits  price  packs  to  no  more  than  50%  of  total  shipments  of  any 
brand  size  in  any  year. 

^  P&G's  own  view  that  even  a  plan  with  50%  of  packs  bearing  printed 
price  messages  presents  problems  similar  to  the  current  situation. 


Commencing  December  31st,  P&G  will  suspend  the  day  to  day  use  of  printed 
price  messages  on  pack  and  will  be  selling  normal  pack  only. 

Case  prices  of  these  normal  packs  will  be  both  competitive  in  the  market  place 
and  offered  to  all  our  customers  on  a  non-discriminatory  basis. 

Effective  December  31st  we  will  also  suspend  the  use  of  Recommended  Retail 
Prices  on  our  Brands,  allowing  the  Trade  to  set  their  own  competitive 
ig  prices. 


We  believe  that  these  moves  will  reduce  the  confusion  instore  for  the  Consumer 
and  the  Trade,  and  create  a  climate  for  more  effective  promotions  for  the 
Trade  and  P&G. 
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PROFESSIONAL  NEWS 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 

Rational  location  must 
wait  for  Franks— DHSS 


The  Department  of  Health  does  not  wish 
to  discuss  proposals  from  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  for  the 
rational  location  of  pharmacies  until 
discussion  on  the  Franks  recommenda- 
tions have  made  some  progress. 

Considering  the  Department's  letter  at 
this  month's  meeting  the  Society's  Prac- 
tice Committee  noted  that  the  Depart- 
ment was  in  the  meantime  seeking  infor- 
mation available  on  pharmacy  distribu- 
tion in  shopping  areas.  The  Committee 
agreed  that  the  office  should  discuss  the 
matter  with  the  PSNC  chief  executive 
(Mr  Alan  J.  Smith),  with  a  view  to  pro- 
viding information. 

Accepting  that  the  Department  was 
aware  of  the  discussions  that  had  taken 
place  between  the  Society,  PSNC,  Com- 
pany Chemists  Association  and  the 
Co-operative  Pharmacy  Technical  Panel, 
the  Committee  considered  that  the  points 
3f  agreement  and  disagreement  on  ra- 
tional location,  particularly  with  refer- 
ence to  shopping  centres,  should  be 
"estated.  The  Committee  recommended, 
and  Council  agreed,  that  a  letter  should 
pe  sent  to  the  Department  setting  out 
:he  discussions  that  had  taken  place  and 
jiving  whatever  information  could  be 
obtained. 

Health  centre  private  practice 

Fhe  Society  is  to  inform  the  Depart- 
ment it  has  no  Objection  to  a  Depart- 
ment proposal  that  permission  for  private 
practice  in  health  centres  should  be 
granted  locally. 

A  letter  setting  out  the  Department's 
proposal  was  considered  by  the  Practice 
Committee.  The  proposal  was  that  while 
lealth  authorities  would  be  able  to  grant 
permission  they  would  have  no  power  to 
lecide  against  the  grant  of  permission; 
f  In  any  case  they  did  not  themselves 
jrant  permission  they  would  be  obliged 
o  refer  the  matter  to  the  Secretary  of 
5tate  for  decision,  as  at  present.  The 
purpose  of  the  change  would  be  to  sim- 
plify the  present  procedure,  which  entails 
'ormal  reference  to  the  Department  for 
permission  which,  on  experience  so  far. 
s  always  granted. 

Some  concern  was  expressed  at  the 
Committee  meeting  that  the  proposal 
nay  be  an  indication  that  the  Depart- 
ment wished  to  see  an  extension  of 
private  practice  from  health  centres,  par- 
icularly  with  regard  to  opticians, 
lentists  and  general  medical  practltion- 
:rs.  However,  the  meeting  accepted  that 
here  was  no  evidence  in  the  Depart- 
nent's  letter  to  indicate  that  that  was 
he  case. 

The  Committee  therefore  recommen- 


ded, and  Council  agreed,  that  the 
Department  be  informed  that  the  Society 
had  no  objections. 

The  Society  is  to  recommend  to  the 
Department  that  the  present  5ml  spoon 
should  be  replaced  by  one  designed  so 
that  it  is  easier  to  handle  and  may  be 
placed  on  a  flat  surface  without  spilling 
its  contents. 

Medicine  spoon 
improvement? 

The  Science  Committee  had  been 
asked  by  Council  to  consider  the  pro- 
vision of  a  better  designed  medicines 
measure  that  would  be  an  improvement 
on  the  currently  used  British  Standard 
5ml  medicine  measuring  spoon.  Alterna- 
tive dosage  devices  were  shown  to  the 
Committee,  and  it  was  noted  that  in  the 
present  economic  situation  the  Depart- 
ment would  be  unlikely  to  consider  a 
more  expensive  medicine  measure  than 
a  relatively  simple  spoon.  After  discus- 
sion, it  was  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  agreed  by  Council  that  at  a 
proposed  meeting  with  the  Department 
the  Society's  representatives  should  seek 
support  for  a  revision  of  the  British 
Standard  to  specify  a  spoon  with  a  wedge 
shaped  handle  and  a  flat  bottomed  bowl 
which  enabled  the  filled  spoon  to  be 
placed  on  a  flat  surface  without  spilling 
the  contents.  The  Committee  agreed  that 
such  a  spoon  should  be  made  in  opaque 
plastic  and  that  the  bowl  should  be 
ungraduated.  holding  5ml  when  brim 
full.  It  was  also  agreed  that  before  the 
meeting  the  approximate  cost  of  such  a 
spoon  should  be  obtained  from  the 
makers  of  the  sample  spoon  seen. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Education 
Committee  that  new  work  permit  rules 
were  to  be  introduced  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Employment  from  January  1, 
1980.  The  Committee  noted  that  the 
Department  had  given  an  assurance,  in 
writing,  that  overseas  students  in  phar- 
macy would  continue  to  be  able  to  obtain 
a  work  permit  for  the  preregistration 
year,  and  that  heads  of  schools  of  phar- 
macy had  been  informed. 

Representatives  of  the  Society  had 
met  an  official  from  the  Department  who 
had  received  several  approaches  from 
employers  in  pharmacy  seeking  extension 
of  work  permits  beyond  the  date  of 
registration.  The  official  had  at  the  end 
of  the  conversation  indicated  he  did  not 
feel  inclined  to  recommend  any  change 
in  the  current  procedure. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Education  Com- 
mittee that,  at  a  meeting  between 
officials  of  the  Commission  of  the  Euro- 


pean Communities  and  representatives  of 
the  bureaux  of  the  three  EEC  pharmacy 
groups,  it  had  been  decided  to  convene 
a  meeting  on  January  17  to  begin  draft- 
ing the  documents  leading  to  the  free 
movement  of  pharmacists.  The  Groupe- 
ment  Pharmaceulique  de  la  Communaute 
Europeenne  representatives  had  not  re- 
peated their  view  that  geographical  dis- 
tribution of  pharmacies  should  be  inclu- 
ded in  such  a  Directive,  but  had  asked 
the  Commission  to  make  a  statement 
that  in  future  it  would  not  invoke  as  an 
impediment  to  free  movement  the  fact 
that  certain  countries  had  ownership  of 
pharmacies  by  pharmacists  only,  a  mon- 
opoly of  supply  of  medicines  by  phar- 
macists and/or  geographical  distribution 
arrangements.  The  Commission  had 
agreed  to  consider  the  request. 

An  Education  Committee  recommen- 
dation that  heads  of  schools  of  pharmacy 
should  be  asked  to  inform  the  Society  of 
legal  hearings  involving  students  was  re- 
ferred back  to  the  Committee  by  the 
Council.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  it  was  noted  that  the 
heads  of  schools  had  already  agreed  that 
they  should  report  to  the  Society  all 
known  and  relevant  criminal  convictions, 
and  all  public  decisions  by  academic  dis- 
ciplinary committees.  Although  there 
was  some  concern  expressed  about 
Society  representatives  attending  legal 
hearings,  it  was  noted  that  it  could  be 
helpful  to  the  students  concerned  should 
any  subsequent  action  be  necessary 
within  the  Society.  The  Committee  ex- 
pressed the  general  view  that,  whenever 
possible,  heads  of  schools  should  also 
inform  the  Society  of  such  hearings, 
provided  that  it  was  clearly  understood 
that  any  record  made  would  be  expunged 
from  the  file  of  the  student  if,  in  the 
event,  there  was  no  conviction.  The 
Committee  recommended  to  the  Council 
that  the  view  should  be  conveyed  to  the 
heads  of  schools. 

Opposition  to 
'competence'  plan 

A  meeting  is  to  be  held  between  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Society  and  representa- 
tives of  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  to  discuss  the  Society's 
proposed  project  on  the  professional 
competence  of  practising  pharmacists. 
The  NPA  has  expressed  concern  on 
some  points  in  the  proposals. 

The  Education  Committee  was  re- 
minded that  at  its  previous  meeting  it 
had  been  noted  that  the  Department  of 
Health  had  agreed  in  principle  to  make 
a  grant  to  the  Society  for  its  proposed 
project,  and  Council  had  accepted  a 
recommendation  that  the  Department  be 
given  the  Society's  assurance  that  there 
would  be  a  good  response  and  co-opera- 
tion from  practising  pharmacists. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Committee  that 
the  Association  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Industry  had  thanked  the  Society 
for  information  about  the  project  which 
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Sound  is  arguably  the  20th 
century's  greatest  pollutant. 
Industrial  noise,  traffic,  aeroplanes 
and  loud  discos  represent  only  a 
few  of  the  irritants — they  range 
from  snoring  to  the  Concorde. 
Loss  of  concentration,  irritability 
and  even  nerve  damage  can  be 
the  result. 


DECIDAMP -  the  new  sound  barrier 


If  the  sound  problem  is  complex 
the  answer  is  simple — Decidamp 
ear  plugs.  Decidamp  is  the  new 
simple  way  to  dampen  noise 
pollution.  Soft,  safe  and  pliable, 
Decidamp  fits  every  ear  to 
create  a  comfortable 
and  economical 
sound  barrier. 


Chapman  &  Smith  Ltd. 

Safir  Works,  East  Hoathly, 
Nr.  Lewes,  E.  Sussex. 
Telephone  082  584  323. 


Another 


Product 


ALPHAKIL 

FOR 
MICE 


RENTOKIL 

PRODUCTS  THE  PROFESSIONALS  USE 

RENTOKIL  LTD,  PRODUCTS  DIVISION,  FELCOURT,  EAST GRINSTEAD 
WEST  SUSSEX,  RH19  2JY  Telephone:  Lingfield  (0342)  833022 


Twrnaid 

STERILE 

DRESSING  PACK 

DRUG  TARIFF 

CONTENTS 

!  Absorbent  Gauze  Tissrta  Pad 

<i  Absorbent  Gau.-a  Swabs  iO  cm  *  10  m 

4  Urfla  Ccltan  Wool  Balls 

1  Absorbent  Paper  Towel 

1  Water  Repellent  Paper  Sterile  Field 


Vemon-Carus 


vernaia 

STERILE 

5  GAUZE  FADS 

(GAUZE  SWABS  BP.C.) 
7-5anX7-5-    8  PLY 


Vernon-Carus  Limited 


Vernon-Carus  Ltd.  pioneered 
commercially  produced  Sterile 
Dressing  Packs  in  the  United  Kingdom 
almost  twenty  years  ago  and  have 
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Need  for  law 
on  rural 
dispensing 

vould  enable  it  to  deal  with  any  inquiries 
rom  member  companies.  Council  accep- 
ed  a  recommendation  that  a  letter  of 
ixplanation  be  sent  to  PSNC  for  con- 
sideration at  its  next  meeting.  PSNC 
lad  said  it  could  not  support  the  project 
jecause  it  should  not  be  under  the  aus- 
)ices  of  the  Department,  but  an  intra- 
>rofessional  matter. 

The  Society  is  to  seek  a  meeting  with 
JSNC  to  discuss  the  movement  of 
loctors'  surgeries  and  its  effect  on  phar- 
macies. 

Following  a  report  to  the  Practice 
lommittee  that  legal  papers  had  been 
erved  on  the  Nottinghamshire  Family 
'ractitioner  Committee  and  its  dispen- 
ing  subcommittee  by  the  doctors'  prac- 
ice  which  wished  to  begin  dispensing  in 
>axilby,  Lincolnshire,  the  Committee 
vas  reminded  that  a  meeting  had  been 
irranged  with  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
•epresentatives  of  the  medical  profession 
o  discuss  the  need  for  regulations  to  im- 
plement the  recommendations  of  the 
Clothier  Committee. 

The  Society  is  to  offer  support  to  the 
Research  Defence  Society  for  its  posi- 
ion  taken  on  two  private  members'  Bills 
making  provision  for  greater  control  of 
inimal  experiments. 

\nimal  experiments 

rhe  Science  Committee  considered  a 
etter  received  from  the  Research  De- 
ence  Society  setting  out  its  objections 
o  the  Protection  of  Animals  (Scientific 
'imposes)  Bill  (sponsored  by  Mr  Peter 
Try,  MP)  and  indicating  its  support  for 
n  earlier  Bill  (introduced  in  the  Lords 
iy  Lord  Halsbury),  which  had  been  fully 
iscussed  with  certain  learned  societies 
nd  relevant  industries,  and  had  gained, 
vith  some  minor  reservations,  their  sup- 
•ort. 

The  Committee  was  reminded  that  the 
ociety  had  usually  supported  the  posi- 
ion  taken  by  the  Research  Defence 
ociety  on  legislation  to  control  exped- 
ients on  animals.  The  Committee  ac- 
epted  that  there  was  a  need  to  control 
ruel,  unnecessary  experiments  on  ani- 
lals  and  that  criticism  of  the  unneces- 
iry  use  of  animals  for  testing  cosmetics, 
tc,  appeared  to  be  justified,  but  it  was 
oted  that  the  Fry  Bill,  would,  for  ex- 
mple,  mean  restriction  of  research  on 
ifer  and  more  effective  pesticides  and 
grochemicals. 

The  Research  Defence  Society  is  to  be 
lformed  that,  the  Society  generally  sup- 
arted  its  attitudes,  but  had  some  reser- 
itions  on  the  use  of  animals  in  testing 
osmetics,  toiletries  and  perfumes. 


A  letter  is  to  be  sent  to  a  pharmacist 
expressing  disquiet  at  misleading  state- 
ments made  in  a  planning  application  to 
open  a  dispensary  adjacent  to  a  local 
medical  practice.  Considerable  opposi- 
tion had  been  received  to  the  planning 
application,  and  although  permission  had 
been  granted  by  the  planning  committee 
it  had  later  been  rejected  by  the  local 
district  council.  The  pharmacist's  appli- 
cation had  received  considerable  press 
publicity. 

The  Society's  notes  for  guidance  for 
preregistration  experience  are  to  be 
amended  to  include  the  Pharmaceutical 
Codex  instead  of  the  British  Pharmaceu- 
tical Codex  in  the  list  of  publications  to 
which  graduates  should  have  ready  access 
during  preregistration  experience. 

The  Manchester  university  MSc  degree 
course  in  pharmaceutical  analysis  has 
been  approved  by  the  Society  for  pre- 
registration experience,  under  a  provision 
which  allows  six  months  of  experience 
to  be  undertaken  on  course  work  leading 
to  a  specifically  approved  masters  degree. 

A  grant  of  up  to  £750  is  to  be  made 
to  Professor  M.  Rowland  (Manchester 


Legislation  to  protect  the  consumer  may 
be  costing  between  £150  million  and 
£200m  says  the  Commercial  Legislation 
Monitoring  Group  in  a  recently  issued 
report.  The  group,  an  ad-hoc  body,  in- 
cluding the  Confederation  of  British  In- 
dustry, Beechams.  Unilever,  Cadbury 
Schweppes  and  Metal  Box.  suggests  a 
number  of  recommendations.  Among 
them  is  that  no  new  consumer  legislation 
should  be  introduced  until  the  industries 
have  had  the  chance  to  "self  regulate" 
by  codes  of  practice. 

The  National  Consumer  Council  has 
criticised  the  report  saying  it  is  difficult 
to  take  seriously  "because  it  is  simply 
the  latest  in  a  series  of  amazingly  differ- 
ent estimates  of  the  cost  of  consumer 
protection."  NCC  doubts  the  validity 
of  the  figures,  saying  they  are  compiled 
by  grossing  up  widely  disparate  figures 
supplied  by  individual  companies,  in  only 
a  few  sectors  of  the  market.  However. 


The  Government's  proposed  legislation 
on  unfair  dismissal,  contained  in  the 
Employment  Bill  published  this  week,  is 
of  particular  concern  to  small  firms. 
Industrial  tribunals  will  be  able  to  take 
into  account  the  size  and  administrative 
resources  of  a  firm  involved  in  a  case  of 
unfair  dismissal:  new  firms  with  less  than 
20  employees  will  be  exempt  from  the 
unfair  dismissal  provisions  for  the  first 
two  years  after  they  take  on  their  first 
employee. 

Plans  to  curb  union  power  were  also 
in  the  Bill.  The  stated  purposes  of  the 
Bill  are  to : 

□  Encourage  the  wider  use  of  secret 
ballots  in  trade  union  elections  and  other 
important  union  decisions. 


university  pharmacy  department)  for  the 
production  of  a  video  tape  by  the  audio- 
visual department  of  his  university  for 
use  in  a  "Medicines  for  Man"  exhibition 
to  be  held  at  the  Science  Museum,  Lon- 
don, in  the  autumn  of  1980. 

Drugs  and  dental  disease 

The  Science  Committee  considered  a 
fetter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  British 
Paedodontic  Society  asking  for  the 
Society's  help  and  advice  on  possible 
joint  action  on  the  problem  of  drug- 
induced  dental  disease  in  children.  The 
letter  specifically  mentioned  the  problems 
of  tetracycline  causing  the  staining  of 
children's  teeth  and  sucrose  based  medi- 
cines inducing  dental  caries  in  chroni- 
cally sick  children  receiving  such  medi- 
cines over  prolonged  periods.  The  letter 
proposed  that  there  should  be  an  ex- 
change of  lecturers  to  discuss  the  prob- 
lems at  suitable  meetings. 

On  the  Committee's  recommendation. 
Council  agreed  that  a  reply  be  sent  to 
the  British  Paedodontic  Society,  express- 
ing interest  in  the  matter  and  offering  to 
co-operate  as  far  as  possible. 


the  NCC  also  stated  that  acceptance  of 
the  figures  puts  the  cost  of  consumer 
protection  at  14p  'in  every  £100  of  house- 
hold expenditure,  "a  small  price  to  pay 
for  legislation  which  benefits  both  con- 
sumers and  traders  and  enables  them  to 
trade  with  trust".  Mr  Gordon  Borrie 
Director  General  of  the  Office  of  Fair 
Trading  supports  this  sentiment,  saying 
that  protection  at  this  price  was  cheap. 

On  voluntary  codes  of  practice  the 
NCC  was  equally  sceptical.  It  says  it  is 
all  for  voluntary  action  where  possible, 
"but  it's  precisely  because  voluntary 
codes  haven't  been  enough  that  laws 
have  had  to  be  introduced  .  .  .". 

The  report,  compiled  by  the  Economic 
Intelligence  Unit  for  the  CLMG,  is  in 
agreement  with  the  NCC  and  Mrs  Sally 
Oppenheim.  Minister  for  Consumer 
Affairs,  that  a  new  and  less  costly 
system  of  law,  neither  criminal  nor  civil, 
should  be  introduced. 


□  Provide  greater  protection  for  indi- 
vidual employees  where  a  closed  shop 
operates. 

□  Make  secondary  picketing  illegal. 

□  Prevent  undue  pressure  by  unions  in 
recruiting  members. 

□Amend  employment  legislation  where  it 
discourages  employers  from  creating  new 
jobs  and  where  the  Government  feels  it 
is  not  working  properly. 

The  new  Bill  also  enables  the  Secretary 
for  Employment  to  publish  codes  of 
practice,  particularly  on  the  closed  shop 
and  picketing.  It  will  also  make  it  more 
difficult  for  women  to  claim  .back  their 
jobs  after  maternity  leave,  especially  in 
small  firms. 

Employment  Bill,  HMSO,  £1 


Consumer  laws— expensive  or  cheap? 


Unfair  dismissal  reform  in  new  Bill 
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Pharmaceutical  share  of 
NHS  services  increasing 


Spending  on  pharmaceutical  services  has 
steadily  increased  since  1951  according 
to  the  1980  edition  of  "Social  Trends" 
issued  by  the  Central  Statistical  Office, 
and  available  from  HM  Stationery  Office. 

Of  a  total  expenditure  on  health  of 
some  £7, 000m  in  1978,  family  practi- 
tioner services  took  £1,713  m,  and 
approximately  53  per  cent  (£908m)  of 
this  was  spent  on  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices. In  comparison  35  per  cent  went  to 
pharmaceutical  services  in  1951,  against 
approximately  39  per  cent  and  43  per 
cent  in  1961  and  1971  respectively. 

The  report  also  states  that  the  in- 
creased use  of  drugs  has  caused  concern. 


particularly  in  the  1970's.  For  example, 
in  1977  25m  prescriptions  in  the  tran- 
quilizer therapeutic  category  were  dis- 
pensed compared  with  16m  in  a  similar 
category  in  1967. 

On  the  types  of  drugs  used  by  notified 
addicts  'receiving  treatment.  "Social 
Trends"  reports  that  the  use  of  metha- 
done prescribed  for  heroin  addicts  in- 
creased from  69  per  cent  in  1969  to  76 
per  cent  in  1978;  whereas  heroin  was 
prescribed  for  34  per  cent  of  addicts  in 
1969  but  only  nine  per  cent  in  1978.  The 
use  of  dipipanone  increased  from  three 
per  cent  of  addicts  receiving  treatment 
in  1969  to  13  per  cent  in  1978. 


Pay  small  firms  on 
time,  plea 

Small  firms  may  be  "ground  to  dust"'  if 
large  firms  keep  them  waiting  for  pay- 
ment of  goods  supplied,  warns  Mr 
Fiennes  Cornwallis,  chairman  of  the 
Confederation  of  British  Industry's 
Smaller  Firms  Council. 

He  says  it  is  all  too  easy  during  hard 
economic  times  for  large  firms  to  keep 
smaller  traders  waiting  for  money — 
"Co-operation  between  large  and  small 
firms  is  essential  if  too  many  smaller  firms 
are  not  to  suffer  greatly  from  the  burden 
which  a  17  per  cent  minimum  lending 
rate  places  on  industry". 

Shop  rents  up  most 

Shop  rents  rose  by  18  per  cent  between 
May  and  November  compared  to  15  per 
cent  for  all  commercial  properties, 
according  to  the  latest  Investors  Chron- 
icle Hillier  Parker  rent  index  (£2). 

Shop  rental  values  show  the  largest 
increase,  as  they  have  done  over  the  last 


four  six-monthly  periods.  Closely  behind 
are  industrial  rents  with  an  increase  of 
17  per  cent,  and  office  rents  showed  the 
lowest  rise  at  12.4  per  cent.  Adjusted 
for  inflation,  however,  all  of  the  rent 
indices  show  a  drop  in  real  values,  with 
shops  down  2.4  per  cent,  industrials  3.5 
per  cent  offices  7.4  per  cent  and  all  com- 
mercials 4.7  per  cent.  Regionally,  cen- 
tral London  shop  values  dropped  the 
most,  when  adjusted  for  inflation — down 
15.2  per  cent  and  Scottish  rates  were  up 
the  most — by  18.2  per  cent. 

The  index  (No  5)  is  available  from  the 
Marketing  Department  Investors  Chron- 
icle, Greystoke  Place,  Fetter  Lane,  EC4. 

Advertising  guides 

Industrial  advertising  is  examined  in  two 
new  guides  published  by  the  Institute  of 
Practitioners  of  Advertising. 

Getting  the  Most  out  of  the  Client/ 
Agency  Partnership  and  Getting  the  Most 
out  of  the  Advertising  Budget  cost  £1 
each,  including  postage,  and  are  avail- 
able from:  IPA  Information  Depart- 
ment, 44  Belgrave  Square,  London  SW1. 


Unichem  appoint 
new  regional 
committee  members 

Following  the  recent  reorganisation  of 
Unichem's  south  regional  committee, 
which  has  now  been  sub-divided  into 
London  north  and  London  south,  the 
company  has  announced  a  number  of 
new  appointments. 

Appointed  to  the  Midland  and  north 
west  regional  committee  are:  Mr  M. 
Drew,  MPS,  Allestree,  Derby,  and 
Mr  D.  A.  Sugden,  MPS,  Eccles,  Man- 
chester. Members  taking  up  appoint- 
ments with  the  north  regional  com- 
mittee are:  Mr  M.  Bennett,  MPS, 
Sheffield,  Mr  J.  Ibbotson,  MPS,  Castle- 
ford,  Yorkshire,  Mr  P.  Snowdon,  MPS, 
Sunderland,  Tyne  and  Wear,  and  Mr  K. 
Whitelegg,  MPS,  Harrogate,  north  York- 
shire. The  west  country  regional  com- 
mittee is  joined  by  Mr  D.  E.  L.  Graves, 
MPS,  Teignmouth,  Devon;  Mr  R.  Mit- 
chell, MPS,  Exmouth,  Devon,  who  re- 
cently resigned  as  a  non-executive  direc- 
tor from  the  Unichem  board,  will  also 
continue  on  the  west  country  regional 
committee  as  an  ex-ofncio  member. 

Roadline  guarantee 

Roadline — London  region — has  intro- 
duced a  fast,  guaranteed  collection  and 
delivery  service  for  priority  parcels  cover- 
ing the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 


'No  need  to  induce 
better  dispensing' 

The  standard  of  dispensing  achieved  by 
retail  pharmacists  is  such  that  no  induce- 
ment, financial  or  other,  needs  to  be 
given  by  the  Department  of  Health  tc 
secure  improvements  in  their  methods, 
Dr  Gerard  Vaughan,  Minister  for  Health 
told  Dr  Roger  Thomas  in  the  Commons 
last  week.  Accurate  and  responsible  dis- 
pensing is  a  function  of  their  professional 
training,  and  regular  monitoring  and 
investigation  of  their  dispensing  prac- 
tices, as  provided  in  statutory  regula- 
tions, show  that  pharmacists  continue  to 
give  a  professional  standard  of  service, 
he  added.  Dr  Thomas  had  asked  what 
financial  encouragement  the  Department 
gave  to  retail  chemists  to  introduce  more 
fool-proof  methods  of  dispensing. 

Zero  rated  bottles 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  1 
not  seeking  to  zero-rate  for  Value- 
Added-Tax  babies'  feeding  bottles,  Mi 
Peter  Rees,  Minister  of  State,  Treasury, 
told  Mr  Michael  McNair-Wilson  last 
week  in  the  Commons. 


Newham  Maternity  Hospital,  London  E7,  is  the  first  to  benefit  from  the  "Help 
Cow  &  Gate  and  Wendy  Craig  care  for  babies"  campaign.  A  Vickers  model  130 
Neovent  was  recently  handed  over — the  first  of  five  to  be  delivered  in  the  next  eight 
weeks — by  Wendy  Craig  and  Bernard  Pendle,  sales  and  marketing  director,  C&G.  Also 
pictured  are  Mrs  Brunton  (divisional  nursing  officer),  Sister  Rose,  Mrs  Jill  Kerley 
and  baby  James  Kerley.  The  campaign  offered  5p  towards  the  fund  fo  reach  C&G 
label  or  packet  top  returned  by  mothers 
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COMPANY  NEWS 

Tough  New  Year 
forecast  by  CIA 

UK  chemicals  output  is  expected  to  fall 
by  about  2  per  cent  according  to  the 
latest  economics  bulletin  from  the 
Chemical  Industries  Association.  On 
forecasts  of  a  falling,  or  at  best  stagnant 
UK  economy,  the  projected  drop  in  out- 
put compares  with  an  approximate 
increase  in  1979  of  1.5  per  cent,  and  a 
French  and  German  chemical  industries 
growth  rate  of  between  five  and  six  per 
cent  over  the  same  period. 

The  UK  chemical  industry's  balance 
between  imports  and  exports  is  not  seen 
as  a  healthy  one.  with  little  improve- 
ment in  export  volume  this  year  and  a 
24  per  cent  rise  in  imports  in  the  first  10 
months  of  1979.  Some  blame  for  this 
situation  lies  with  a  strong  pound  and 
the  general  increase  in  import  penetra- 
tion throughout  European  chemical  in- 
dustries. But  none  are  suffering  the 
levels  of  penetration  found  in  the  UK. 

The  bulletin  reports  that  there  has 
been  a  "long  awaited  and  very  neces- 
sary improvement  in  petrochemical  mar- 
gins." However,  long  term  prospects  are 
not  seen  as  hopeful,  in  the  face  of  weak- 
ening demand,  increases  in  feedstock 
prices  and  increasing  competition,  par- 
ticularly from  the  US. 

Capital  expenditure  by  the  UK  chemi- 
cal industries  in  the  first  half  of  1979 
was  £527m.  a  one  per  cent  rise  on  the 
same  period  last  year. 

These  forecasts  come  only  three  weeks 
after  a  warning  by  Mr  Eric  Sharp, 
president  of  the  CIA,  that  some  chemical 
plants  in  the  UK  may  have  to  close 
unless  productivity  increases. 

Glaxo  optimistic 

Following  disappointing  half-year  results 
when  pre-tax  profits  dropped  from 
£86. 36m  to  £72. 27m.  Glaxo  can  now  see 
signs  of  improvement.  Commenting  after 
their  annual  general  meeting,  Mr  Austin 
Bide,  chairman,  said  recent  increases  in 
the  price  of  drugs  in  the  UK  should 
make  a  difference  to  prospects. 

Declining  to  make  any  comment  on 
possible  year  end  figures,  he  was  confident 
that  Glaxo  was  doing  relatively  well  at  a 
time  of  world  recession. 

Fragile  cash  call 

Pilkington  Brothers  aim  to  raise  £60. 3m 
through  a  rights  issue  to  help  finance  a 
£250m  expenditure  programme  covering 
the  next  three  years.  This  call  for  cash 
comes  at  the  same  time  as  poor  half  year 
figures. 

For  the  six  months  to  September  30, 
pre-tax  profits  dropped  from  £43.4m  to 
£38. 8m,  partly  due  to  industrial  action 
at  their  St  Helens  plant  earlier  in  the  year 
and  a  one-off  payment  to  employees  to 
commemorate  the  21st  anniversary  of 
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float  glass  development.  Sir  Alastair 
Pilkington,  chairman,  comments  that 
while  overseas  markets  are  looking  bright 
UK  prospects  show  no  sign  of  improving. 
The  optical  division  had  a  disappointing 
half  but  showed  some  indications  of  an 
up  turn. 

S  &  N  slowdown 

Smith  &  Nephew  Associated  Companies 
Ltd  showed  a  pre-tax  profit  increase  of 
7.6  per  cent  for  the  40  weeks  to  October 
6,  1979.  Up  from  £13.2m  to  £14.3m  the 
figures  indicate  a  slight  slowdown  from 
the  half-year,  when  a  12  per  cent 
increase  was  recorded.  Sales  were  up  on 
1978  by  10.8  per  cent,  from  £1 38.3m  to 
£153. 3m.  Full  year  figures  are  due  in 
March  1980. 

Smith  Si  Nephew  say  the  results  of 
recently  acquired  Anchor  Continental 
Inc  more  than  cover  the  finance  costs  of 
the  acquisition. 

Roche  turned  off 

Hoffman-La  Roche  cannot  have  a  gas 
supply  for  the  £140m  vitamin  C  plant 
currently  under  construction  at  Dairy 
in  Scotland.  Roche  have  now  altered 
designs  to  accept  a  coal-fired  power 
plant,  with  oil  as  a  back-up  fuel.  But 
say  gas  would  have  'been  preferred  for 
several  reasons,  not  least  that  it  was 
cleaner  for  technological  processes. 

The  company  believed  up  to  August 
that  gas  supplies  were  available.  Scottish 
Gas  say  that  an  offer  to  supply  gas  was 
made  in  May.  but  it  was  not  taken  up  in 
the  option  period  and  gas  cannot  now  be 
offered  because  of  the  changed  supply 
situation. 

□  Roche  will  be  receiving  up  to  £50m 
in  aid  from  the  government  to  develop 
the  plant.  When  in  full  production,  450 
jobs  will  have  been  created  in  an  area 
which  has  one  of  the  highest  unemploy- 
ment levels  in  Scotland. 


'Slim  hopes'  for 
Norris  creditors 

R.  A.  Norris  &  Co.  (Reading)  Ltd.  have 
gone  into  voluntary  liquidation.  Credi- 
tors of  the  company  were  told  by  the 
Official  Receiver  at  a  recent  meeting 
that  unsecured  debts  were  thought  to  be 
in  the  region  of  £1 10,000. 

The  receiver's  account  showed  that 
since  his  appointment,  at  the  beginning 
of  1979.  he  had  realised  £147.573.  After 
payments  there  was  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £40.000.  plus  £17.500  from  the  sale  of 
the  company's  lease.  A  further  £16.000 
was  expected  to  be  realised  from  stock 
and  book  debts. 

Liabilities  still  to  be  met  by  the  re- 
ceiver were  over  £18.000  and  unsecured 
creditors  were  told  that  their  hopes  of 
recovering  much  money  were  slim. 

Mr  P.  W.  T.  Hartigan  of  Booth  White 
&  Co,  1  Wardrobe  Place,  Carter  Lane, 
London  EC4,  was  appointed  as  liquidator 
by  the  meeting. 

Reshape  for  Kodak 

Kodak  Ltd  have  regrouped  two  areas  of 
their  organisation  in  an  effort  to  "increase 
customer  satisfaction  with  Kodak". 

The  marketing  and  colour  processing 
divisions  at  Hemel  Hempstead  and  the 
regional  distribution  centres  at  Hemel 
Hempstead.  Manchester  and  Dublin,  are 
now  brought  together  as  "customer 
operations".  Director  and  marketing 
manager  Roger  Leeks,  will  be  respon- 
sible for  this  division. 

Also  under  a  new  heading  are  sensi- 
tised goods  and  chemicals,  the  box  and 
printing  department,  group  supplies,  and 
the  distribution  division  (other  than  the 
regional  distribution  centres).  Director 
and  sensitised  goods  manager,  Mr  Denis 
Goodchild,  will  be  responsible  for  this 
division,  now  known  as  "manufacturing 
operations". 


Professor  Robert  Parfitt  (seventh  from  left),  Bath  University  school  of  pharmacy  and 
pharmacology,  explaining  a  new  Fourier  transform  nuclear  magnetic  resonance 
instrument  to  a  Chinese  delegation.  The  delegation,  from  the  Chinese  Academy  of 
Sciences,  is  interested  in  medicinal  plants  and  has  been  visiting  research  centres 
in  the  UK,  led  by  Professor  Gao  Yisheng  (fourth  from  left) 
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MARKET  NEWS 

Menthol  active 

London,  December  12:  The  essential 
oil  market  was  active  during  the  past 
week — in  particular  Chinese  pepper- 
mint and  menthol  were  in  constant 
demand.  The  spot  value  quoted  in  the 
previous  week  for  menthol  was  said 
to  be  the  nominal  value  last  week  while 
the  Brazilian  menthol  moved  up  by 
25p  kg  on  the  spot.  Petitgrain  offers 
were  withdrawn  and  there  was  no  for- 
ward quotation  for  palmarosa.  Bois  de 
rose,  Ceylon  citronella  and  Indonesian 
clove  leaf  were  dearer.  Because  of 
currency  movements  bay,  lemongrass, 
sassafras  and  vetivert  were  lower. 

There  were  no  changes  among 
pharmaceutical  chemicals  during  the 
week. 

A  number  of  increased  prices  were 
recorded  among  botanicals  including 
Canada  balsam,  cascara,  cherry  bark, 
jalap  and  sarsaparilla. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Clioquinol:   NF  XIV  500-kg  lots  £13.18  kg. 

Ferric   ammonium  citrate:   Brown  BP  £1.70  kg  in 

400-kg  lots  minimum. 

Ferrous  carbonate:  BPC  1959  saccharated  £1.50  kg 
in  minimum  £500  lots. 

Ferric  citrate:  £5  kg  in  minimum  500-kg  lots. 
Ferrous    fumarate:    BP    £1.40    kg    in    500-kg  lots 
minimum. 

Ferrous  gluconate:  £2,060  per  metric  ton. 
Ferrous   succinate:   BP   £6   kg   in   100-kg  lots. 
Ferrous  sulphate:  BP/EP  small  crystals  £700  metric 
ton;  dried  £700  metric  ton. 

Glucose:  (Per  metric  ton  in  10-ton  lots) — mono- 
hydrate  £250  anhydrous  £550;  liquid  43°  Baume 
£234  (5-drum  lots);  naked  18-tons  £187. 
Glycerin:  In  250  kg  returnable  drums  £745  metric 
ton  in  5-ton  lots;  £750  in  2-ton  lots. 
Hypophosphorous  acid:  (Per  metric  ton  in  50-kg 
lots).  Pure  50  per  cent  £425.  BPC  (30  per 
cent)  £305.34. 

Iodides:    Ammonium    £10.37    kg    (in    50-kg  lots); 


APPOINTMENTS 

Bleasdale  Ltd:  Mr  John  Jackson  Smith 
has  been  appointed  a  director.  After  a 
career  with  Horlicks  and  Beecham  Pro- 
prietaries Ltd  he  joined  the  company  as 
sales  manager  in  1977.  Mr  David 
Edmund  Walker,  who  was  also  with 
Beechams,  has  been  appointed  sales 
manager. 

Cussons  UK  Ltd:  Lyndsay  M.  Pedder, 
has  been  appointed  product  manager  re- 
sponsible for  1001  brands,  Cling,  Roberts 
products  and  Zubes. 

Farley  Health  Products  Ltd:  Mr  Philip 
Linden,  BA,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
position  of  market  research  manager. 

Warner-Lambert  (UK)  Ltd  have  appoin- 
ted Mr  John  Travis,  MRIC,  CChem, 
quality  assurance  manager.  He  joins  from 
Cyanamid. 

Lavey/ Wolff/Swift  have  appointed  Mr 
W.  G.  Gunston,  MPS,  managing  director 
of  the  UK  operations.  Lavey/Wo'lff/ 
Swift  is  the  health  care  communications 
division  of  BBDO  International,  New 
York.  Mr  Gunston  has  varied  experience 
of  pharmaceutical  marketing,  both  in  the 
UK  and  internationally  after  holding 
senior  marketing  positions  at  Winthrop 
Laboratories,    Syntex  Pharmaceuticals 


potassium  £4.91  kg  (250  kg);  sodium  £7.37  kg 
(50-kg). 

Iodine:  Resublimed  £7.48  kg  in  250-kg  lots;  crude 
£5.30  kg  in  1-ton  lots. 
Iodoform:  USNF  £15  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 
Isoniazid:  BP  1973  £4  kg  in  300-.kg  lots. 
Isoetharine  hydrochloride:  £110  kg  for  1-kg  lots. 
Kaolin:    BP   natural   £152.05   per   1,000   kg;  light 
£158.60  ex-works  in  minimum  10-ton  lots  ex  works. 
Lobeline:    Hydrochloride   BPC   and   sulphate  £1.60 
per  g  for  100-g  lots. 

Magnesium  carbonate:  BP  per  metric  ton — heavy 
£690;    light  £580. 

Magnesium  chloride:  BP  crystals  £0.83  kg  for  50-kg 
lots. 

Magnesium  dihydrogen  phosphate:  Pure  £2.29  kg 
in  50-kg  lots. 

Magnesium    hydroxide-    (metric    ton)    BPC  light 
£1,540;;  28  per  cent  paste  £470. 
Magnesium  oxide:  BP  per  metric  ton,  heavy  £1,700; 
light  £1,540. 

Magnesium    sulphate:    BP    £131-£138    metric  ton; 
commercial  £120.50;   exsiccated   BP  £268. 
Magnesium  trisilicate:  £0.90  kg  in  minimum  1,000- 

kg  lots. 

Methadone  hydrochloride:  £330  per  kg.  Subject  to 
Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 

Methyl  salicylate:  5-ton  lots  £1.55  kg;  1-ton  £1.59 
Metol:  Photo  grade  per  kg.  50-kg  lots  £8.41. 
Nicotinamide:  £4.40  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 
Nicotinic  acid:  £4.35  kg;  in  50-kg  lots. 
Noscapine:    Alkaloid:    £33    kg   for    100-kg.  Hydro- 
chloride £36.50. 

Opiates:  (£  per  kg)  in  1-kg  lots;  subject  to  Misuse 
of  Drugs  Regulations — Codeine  alkaloid  £638  to 
£653  as  to  maker:  hydrochloride  £488-£562;  phos- 
phate £490-£499;  sulphate  £562.  Diamorphine  alka- 
loid £764;  hydrochloride  £696.  Ethylmorphine 
hydrochloride  £623-£639.  Moiphine  alkaloid  £709.50- 
£722,  hydrochloride  and  sulphate  £579-£589. 
Papaveretum:  £390  kg;  5-kg  lots  £355  kg.  Subject 
to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Petroleum  jelly:  BP  soft  white  £396.61  metric  ton 
delivered  UK;  yellow  BP  £378.556  in  170-kg 
Phenylephrine  hydrochloride:  £89  kg  in  50  kg  lots; 
£92  in  10  kg. 

Pholcodine:  1-kg  £538  to  £543  as  to  make:  60-kg 
lots  £493.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Phthalylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £8.54. 
Potassium  acetate:  BPC  £1   kg  for  minimum  £500 
order. 

Potassium  ammonium  tartrate:  £2.24   kg   in  50-kg 

lots. 

Potassium  bitartrate:  £1,090  per  metric  ton. 

Potassium  citrate:  Granular  £1,005  per  metric  ton, 

powder  £1,025;   mono,   anhydrous  £862. 

Potassium   diphosphate:   BPC   1949   in   50-kg  lots. 

granular  £2.15  kg;  powder  £1.88. 

Potassium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1963  in  50-kg  lots 

£1,379    kg;    sticks    not    offered;    technical  flakes 

£0.4577. 

Potassium  nitrate:  Recrystallised  £1.v.  kg  for  50-kg 
drums. 

Potassium  phosphate:  monobasic  BPC  1949,  £1.30 
kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Potassium  sodium  tartrate:  £887  per  metric  ton. 
Pyridoxine  £24.15  kg  for  20-kg  lots. 
Quinine:  Unquoted. 
Quinidlne   sulphate:  Unquoted. 


and  finally  May  &  Baker  where  as  medi- 
cal commercial  manager  he  headed  May 
&  Baker's  medical  marketing  and  com- 
mercial operations. 


Briefly 

UCB,  the  Belgian  chemicals,  pharmaceu- 
ticals and  packaging  films  group  are  to 
resume  dividend  payments  after  con- 
firming favourable  profit  forecasts.  Ear- 
lier in  the  year,  at  the  halfway  stage, 
net  profits  were  BFrl98m  from  a  loss  of 
BFr90m. 

Roussel-Uclaf,  the  French  pharmaceu- 
tical company  controlled  by  Hoechst 
AG,  reported  a  fall  in  profits  for  the  first 
nine  months  of  1979.  Net  profit  fell  from 
FFr  74.1m  to  FFr  72m. 

SmithKline,  the  American  parent  of 
Smith,  Kline  &  French,  are  to  take  over 
Allergan  Pharmaceuticals,  the  California 
based  manufacturers  and  distributors  of 
proprietary  and  ethical  ophthalmic  pro- 
ducts. The  merger  will  be  effected  by  a 
share  exchange  worth  some  $259m. 

Kendis  Engineering  Ltd  have  acquired 
the  exclusive  distributorship  in  the  UK 
and  Ireland  for  the  bottle  and  cleaning/ 
handling  range  of  Standard  Metal 
Products,  Chicago,  USA. 
Newlands  Bros  &  Mumford  Ltd  have 
changed  their  name  to  Newlands  Phar- 
maceutical Ltd. 


Riboflavine:    (Per    kg)    £29.51    in    10-kg  packs, 
diphosphate  sodium  £73.78  in  5-kg. 
Reserpine:  100-g  lots  £0.22g. 

Succinylsulphathiazole:  £12.50  kg  in  250  kg  lots. 
Talc:  BPC  sterilised  £585  metric  ton  in  50-ka 
£351  for  1,000  kg  lots. 

Tetracycline:   Hydrochloride  £16.50  kg;  oxytetracy- 

cline  £18.50  in  250-500-kg  lots. 

Thiamine:  Hydrochloride/mononitrate  £17.71   kg  in 

25  kg  lots.  Imported  £16  kg  (500-kg). 

Tocopherol:  DL-alpha  £18.63  kg;  5-kg  £16.63  kg. 

Tocopheryl   acetate:    DL   alpha   per   kg   £14.08  (in 

20-kg  lots);  adsorbate  £11.32  (25-kg) 

Vitamin  A:  (per  kg)  acetate  powder,  tablet  grade 

£16.09   (5  kg   lots);   palmitate   oily  concentrate  1 

miu    per    g    £15.96    (5-kg);    water  miscible  £4.29 

litre  (6-litre  pack). 

Vitamin  D2:  Type  850,  £53.43  kg. 

Vitamin  E:  See   tocopheryl  acetate. 

Yohimbine  hydrochloride:  £327.50  per  kg;  £303.50 

kg  in  5-kg  lots. 

Zinc  acetate:  Pure  £1.26  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Zinc   carbonate:    Pharmaceutical    grade    £630  per 

metric  ton 

Zinc  chloride:  Anhydrous  powder  £450  metric  ton, 
delivered  U.K. 

Crude  drugs 

Agar:  Spanish/Portuguese  £7.30  kg  nominal. 
Aloes:  Cape  £1,070  ton  spot;  £1,060,  cif,  Curacao, 
nominalily  £2,335,  cif,  no  spot. 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada:  Dearer  at  £12.65  on  the 
spot;  shipment;  £12.40,  cif.  Copaiba  £3.20  spot 
£3.05,  cif.  Peru:  £9.75  spot;  £9.90,  cif.  Tolu:  £6.10 
spot. 

Belladonna:  (kg  cif)  herb  £1.51;  leaves  £2.13  root 
no  offers. 

Benzoin:  £205  cwt,  cif. 
Buchu:  Leaves  unquoted. 

Camphor:   Natural   powder  unavailable  on  spot  or 
forward.  Synthetic  96%  £1.10. 
Cardamoms:  Alleppy  green  No.  2  £8  kg,  cif. 
Cascara:  £1,165  metric  ton  spot;  £1,020,  cif. 
Cherry    bark:    Spot   £1,120    metric    ton;  shipment 
£1,140,  cif. 

Cinnamon:  Seychelles  bark  £480  metric  ton  spot: 
£400,  cif.  Ceylon  quills  4  o's  £0.80lb,  featherings 
£0.19  lb  both,  cif. 

Henbane:  Niger  £1,395  metric  ton  spot;  £1,360,  cif. 
Honey:  (per  metric  ton  in  6-cwt  drums  ex  ware- 
house). Australian  light  and  medium  ambers  £665- 
£675;  Canadian  £800;  Mexican  £675;  Argentinian 
£790  (white). 

Hydrastis:  Spot  £30  kg;  no  cif. 

Ipecacuanha:  (kg).  Matto  Grosso  £16  kg;  nominal, 
cif;  Costa  Rican  £20,  cif. 

Jalap:  Mexican  15%  £2,450  metric  ton  cif.  no  spot. 
Kola  nuts:  £485  metric  ton  spot;  £430,  Cif. 
Lanolin:  BP  grade  £1  kg  in  1  metric  ton  lots. 
Lemon  peel:  Spot  £1,240  metric  ton;  £1,150,  cif. 
Menthol:  (kg)  Brazilian  £5.75  traded  on  spot;  £5.65, 
cif.  Chinese  nominally  £5.40  in  bond;  £5.25,  cif. 
Quillaia:  Spot  £905  metric  ton;  £725,  cif. 
Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60  per  cent  pinky  £3.30 
kg,  spot;  £3,  cif. 

Sarsaparilla:  Jamaican  £2,250  metric  ton  spot, 
£2,100,  cif. 

Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  £865  for 
shipment.  Celery:  Indian  £450.  Coriander:  Moroc- 
can £210.  Cumin:  Indian  £850.  Fennel:  Indian 
£475.  Fenugreek:  Moroccan  £290;  Indian  £285. 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £575  metric  ton  spot; 
£455  cif. 

Valerian:  Dutch  £1,910  metric  ton  spot;  £1,860,  cif 
Indian  £1,215  spot;  £1,185,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  £2.35  kg  spot;  £2.10,  cif  liquid 
£0.47  kg. 

Essential  oils 

Bay:  West  Indian  £10.45  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Bois  de  rose:  Spot  £7.25  kg;  shipment  £7.25.  cif. 
Citronella:  Ceylon  £3.70  kg  spot;  £3.15,  cif.  Chinese 
£3.95  kg  spot;  £4.18,  cif. 

Clove:    Indonesian    leaf  £2.10   kg   spot;  shipment 

£1.78,  cif.  English  distilled  bud  £44. 

Lemongrass:   Cochin   £4.75  spot;  £4.50,  cif. 

Palmarosa:  Spot  £15.25  kg;  no  cif. 

Peppermint:    (kg)    Arvenis — Brazilian   £4.50  spot 

and    cif,    Chinese    £3.10    spot   and    cif.  Piperata 

American  from  £14.25  spot;  £14,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  Paraguay  No  offers. 

Sassafras:  Brazilian  £1.80  kg  spot;  £1.70,  cif 

Vetivert:  Chinese  £16.50  kg  spot;  £15.60,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 

manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not  include 

value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last  quoted  or 

accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Tuesday,  December  18 

Society  for  Drug  Research,  Chelsea  College, 
Manresa  Road,  London  SW3,  at  9.30  am. 
Symposium  on  "Synthetic  developments  in  the 
prostanoid  field". 

York  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Ebor  Room, 
Royal  Station  Hotel,  York,  at  7.45  p.m. 
Mr  D.  S.  Taylor  (consultant  in  obstetrics  and 
gynaecology)  on  "Bromocryptine". 

Advance  information 

"Risk-benefit  in  drug  research"  residential  meeting, 
March  27-29,  University  of  Kent,  Canterbury. 
Speakers  include  David  Ennals  MP,  Sir  Douglas 
Black  (President,  Royal  College  of  Physicians),  Mr 
J.  Maddox  (director  Nuffield  Foundation)  and  Dr  S. 
Lock  (editor  British  Medical  Journal).  Details  from 
Mrs  S.  Young,  Society  of  Drug  Research,  c/o 
Institute  of  Biology,  41  Queen's  Gate,  London 
SW7  5HU. 
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BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 


STOCKS  FOR  SALE 


XI— DEVON— Precinct  site  in 
prominent  summer  resort. 
Lease  £1,000  per  year.  Tur- 
nover approaching  £100,000. 
1,800  scripts  per  month.  High 
class  agencies.  Goodwill 
£22,500  o.n.o.  Fixtures  £5,000. 
Stock  £20,000  at  valuation. 

X2— NORTH  YORKSHIRE 
VILLAGE— High  Street  shop. 
Turnover,  1978,  £111,384. 
Turnover  1979  expected  to  be 
over  £130,000.  Approx  1,800 
scripts  per  month.  Freehold 
property  valued  at  £24,000  and 
stock  at  valuation  estimated  at 
£16,000.  In  addition  offers 
invited  for  goodwill  &  fixtures, 
around  £9,500. 

X3— NORTH  EAST  ENG- 
LAND— A  pharmacy  in  out- 
standing town  centre  site,  very 
valuable  freehold  property  val- 
ued at  £90,000.  Turnover  of  bus- 
iness 1978  £148,000,  showing 
good  increase  in  current  year. 
Scripts  1,400  per  month.  Vendor 
will  sell  for  property  value  plus 
valuation  of  stock,  estimated  at 
£22,000. 

X4  — WEST  MIDLANDS 
— Excellent  large  premises  on 
city  outskirts.  Turnover  1978, 


£171,714.  Scripts  approx.  2,300 
per  month.  Property  on  long 
lease,  valued  at  £25,000.  Capital 
required  around  £33,000  plus 
stock  at  valuation. 

X5— LIVERPOOL— Housing 
estate  business  on  outskirts  of 
town.  Turnover  to  April  1979, 
£63,400,  28.7  per  cent  gross  pro- 
fit. Dispensing  1,700  scripts  per 
month.  Not  dependent  on  any 
local  doctor.  Property  on 
lease/rent  £750  per  annum. 
Price,  goodwill  and  fixtures 
£1,500  plus  stock  approx.  £9,000 
(could  be  adjusted). 

X6— WARWICKSHIRE— Well 
sighted  premises  on  village  main 
road.  Turnover,  1978,  £136,946, 
scripts  average  approx  1,200  per 
month,  premises  held  on  lease, 
29  years  to  run.  Capital  required 
including  stock  at  valuation 
approx.  £40,000. 

X7  —  LANCASHIRE  —  Drug 
store  for  sale.  Turnover,  1979, 
over  £30,000  per  annum.  Should 
run  well  as  pharmacy.  Living 
accommodation  includes  two 
bedrooms,  bathroom  and  living 
room.  Price  £4,000  for  goodwill 
and  fixtures  and  stock  £5,000  at 
valuation. 


V  Ernest  J/Georoe 

>33  &  co 

■  \ K    GARDALE  HOUSE.  122  GATLEY  ROAD.  GATLEY,  CHEADLE, 
CHESHIRE  SK8  4AT  Tel:  061-428  6718/9 


EAST 
MIDLANDS 

Drugstore  for  sale.  Prime 
site,  taking  in  excess  of 
£250,000.  25  year  lease 
would  accept  £30,000  for 
goodwill,  fixtures  and  fit- 
tings, plus  stocks  at  value. 

BOX  NO.  C&D  2675 


STOCKTAKING 


STOCKTAKING 

Undertaken  by  a  team  specialising 
in  the  pharmaceutical  trade  with 
wide  experience  of  both  ethical 
and  O.T.C.  stock.  Fast  accurate 
service  at  extremely  competitive 
rates. 

MARCO  FINANCIAL  SERVICES 
8  King  Street, 
Newcastle  under  Lyme,  Staffs 
Tel:  Newcastle  (0782)  631551. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING  IN 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 

IS  INEXPENSIVE  AND  CAN  BRING  TERRIFIC  RESULTS. 
For  details  of  rates  and  further  information  telephone 
Anne  Ellacombe  on  353-3212,  ext.  198. 


AFRO'  PRODUCTS 

English,  American  and  Caribbean  products  We  offer  a  unique  ser- 
vice, to  the  retailer,  in  most  popular  brands  of  hair  and  skin  cosmetics 
Johnson's,  Palmer's,  St  Clare  s,  Dax,  La  India,  etc  .  etc 

ZEBBRA  WHOLESALERS, 
127  Stoke  Newington  High  St., 
London,  N16. 

Phone  01-249  3161,  ext.  4/5. 


SINGLE  EDGE  BLADES.  Stainless 
steel  blades  20  packets  of  5  or  cartons 
of  100  £3.95  inclusive  cheque  with 
order  please.  Rolenworth  Limited,  1/3 
Greys  Road,  Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon. 

LIMITED  EDITION— 500  only.  Set  of  3 
miniature  carboys  with  ground  glass 
stoppers.  1  x  pear-shaped  plus  2  x 
swan  necked.  Between  4"  &  6"  high. 
Beautifully  packed  in  green  leatherette 
presentation  case.  Ideal  gift  at  £20.00 
incl.  p.  &  p.  from  Jay-K-Gee,  73  West 
Gate,  Mansfield,  Notts. 


COPPER  TRADING  COMPANY. 

Direct  from  the  manufacturer,  Copper 
Bangles  at  only  £65  per  hundred. 
Copper  Trading  Company,  35  High 
Street,  Banstead,  Surrey.  Tel.  Burgh 
Heath  (25)  59658. 


SEND  YOUR  FRIENDS  a  distinctive 
Christmas  Card  this  year — one  with  an 
original  Pharmaceutical  scraper-board 
print  of  a  pestle  and  mortar.  Superbly 
presented  in  sepia  tone.  £2.50  x  10 
including  envelopes.  Jay-K-Gee,  73 
West  Gate,  Mansfield,  Notts 


JAPANESE 
COSMETIC  BAGS 

Unique  opportunity,  100  dozen 
very  high  quality  black  and 
white  silk  in  exclusive  design. 
Approx.  6"  x  4"  £1 1  per  dozen. 
Immediately  available. 
Telephone  01-586  4589 


WEST  LONDON 
CASH  AND  CARRY 
397  Acton  Lane, 
London,  W.3. 
Tel:  01-993  6400/6409/2921 
Comprehensive  range  of  chemists' 
goods,  perfumes  and  cosmetics 


SHOPFITTINO 


STOP  A  THIEF 

Do  not  let  a  thief  spoil  your  Christmas. 

Shoplifting  and  petty  theft  are  a  costly  menace.  Install  a  simulated  camera 
for  £29.50  plus  VAT — or  a  live  system  from  as  little  as  88p  per  day. 
Manx  Electronics,  313  New  Cross  Road,  London,  SE14  6AS.  Tel. 
01-691  8721. 


SPECIALIST  SHOPFITTING  SER- 
VICES. Free  Planning,  Competitive 
Prices.  Phone  061-445  3506.  H.  A. 
Peyser,  20  Fairfax  Avenue,  Didsbury, 
Manchester  M20  0AJ. 


SHOPKiT 


The  world's  first  D.I.Y.  shop- 
fitting  system  can  save  you  as 
much  as  £1 ,500  on  an  average 
refit.  Illustrated  leaflets  sent  by 
return  of  post. 

SHOPKIT 
50  Ivatt  Way, 
Peterborough  PE3  7PN 
or  telephone 
Peterborough  0733  265263 
(24  hour  cheap  service) 


SUPER  SHELVING  SYSTEM  WILL 
INCREASE  YOUR  TOILETRY  SALES 
BY  HUNDREDS  of  pounds.  Send  for 
colour  illustration  or  ask  us  to  call  for 
instant  quote.  Glass  display  counters 
with  lighting,  island  sites  and  show- 
cases. Early  delivery  direct  from  mak- 
ers THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS,  741- 
743  Garrett  Lane,  London  SW17  0PD. 
Tel:  01-946  2291. 


M€fpl«Mi  /u/t«m80  plig* 

Modular  units  with  complete 
shopfitting  services.  NPU-NPA 
recommended  (for  15  years).  ; 
Coloured  brochure- from:  . 
Olney  Brothers  Ltd., 
Northbridge  Road,  Berkhamsted, 
Herts.  HP4  1EG.  Tel:  5417/9 
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STOeiCS  WANTED       liAOE  $ER¥SCES 


SIHJATiONS  VACANT 


WE  PURCHASE 
SHOP  STOCKS  AND 
MANUFACTURERS  SURPLUS 

Please  telephone  or  write: 
LAWRENCE  EDWARDS 
AND  CO.  LTD., 
Wellington  Close, 
London  W11  2  AN. 
Tel:  01-727  3137-8 


PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES. 

Drug  runs,  shop  interiors,  bottles, 
etc.,  urgently  wanted.  Kindly  contact 
Robin  Wheeler  Antiques,  Parklands 
Park  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey.  Tele- 
phone: Ashtead  72319.  Buyer  col- 
lects. 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 

trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 

lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 

EC1V  OBA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:   "Salvall",  London 

E.C.1. 


CENERK 
BLET 


Approved  Prescription  Services  Limited 

CLECKHEATON.  WEST  YORKSHIRE.  BD19  3BZ 
TELEPHONE:  -    CLECKHEATON  (0274)  876776. 


COLOSTOMY,  ILEOSTOMY,  UROS- 
TOMY appliances/accessories.  Com- 
plete range.  Immediate  delivery.  Gram- 
pian Medical  Supplies,  29-33  Skene 
Square,  Aberdeen.  Tel:  0224  631307. 


International  Trade  Mark  Agents 

Established  1887 
52-54  Featherstone  Street 

London  EC1Y  8ST 
Telephone  01  -253  61 84 
Telex  299638  March  G 


LINCOLNSHIRE 


Young  Pharmacist  with  iniative  and  creative  ability 
required  to  help  in  the  expansion  of  a  group  of  pharmacies 
within  the  County. 

Good  salary,  contributory  pension  scheme,  six  week's 
annual  holiday.  Opportunity  to  gain  experience  in  wine, 
cosmetic,  photographic  sales,  and  vetinary  medicine. 

Apply  N.  Baumber,  J.  Cox  &  Son,  14  Market  Place,  Gran- 
tham. Telephone  0476  3087. 


CANNOCK  AREA 

Superintendent  Pharmacist  Manager  required  for  easily- 
run  family  type  business. 

Full  supporting  dispensing  staff.  No  paperwork.  Five-day 
week. 

Salary  not  less  than  £6,000.  Shares  in  business  if  required. 
Apply  R.  Whittle  (Chemists)  Ltd,  50  Market  Street, 
Hednesford,  Staffs.  Telephone  Hednesford  2512. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


GRANTHAM 

LINCS 

Manager  required  for  pleasant  High  Street  pharmacy. 
Heavy  NHS  and  brisk  counter  trade  make  for  an  interesting 
and  challenging  position. 

Five-day  week,  every  second  Saturday  and  Monday  off. 
Negotiable  salary  could  include  car.  Help  with  accom- 
modation or  mortgage  if  necessary. 

Apply  G.  P.  Burrows,  Burrows  &  Close  Ltd,  1  High  Street, 
Melton  Mowbray,  Leics.  Telephone  Melton  Mowbray 
2084. 


REPRESENTATIVE 


Preferably  resident  on  the  Fylde  coast  with  established  contacts 
among  Chemists  on  the  Fylde  coast,  Lancaster  and  Lakes,  to  sell 
a  comprehensive  range  of  chemist  sundries  and  requisites. 
Remuneration  by  way  of  salary,  commission  and  company  car 
provided. 

Please  write  with  full  details  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Coope,  Hawtin  Limited, 
Metropolitan  House,  Preston  New  Road,  Blackpool  FY3  9TJ. 


PRESTON 

LANCS 

Manager  required  for  busy 
modern  pharmacy.  Excellent 
working  conditions,  good 
supporting  staff,  minimum 
paperwork.  Five  day  week, 
competitive  salary,  four 
weeks  holiday  per  year. 
Enthusiasm  well  rewarded. 

Telephone  Preston  794572 
day  or  Preston  724837  even- 
ings. 


MIDDLETON 
GREATER  MANCHESTER 

Pharmacy  manager  required.  Salary 
£7,000,  interesting  position,  good 
counter  trade,  freedom  of  operation. 
5  day  week. 


Telephone  061-643  2962  before  6 
pm,  or  061-761  28 1 2  after  6.30  pm. 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Box  No 

Replies  to 

CHEMIST  & 
DRUGGIST 
CLASSIFIED, 

Box  No  .  .  . 

25  New  Street 
Square 
London 

EC4  3JA 
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Products  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of: 


HARD  CONTACT  LENSES 

Liquifilm  Wetting  Solution,  Clean-N-Soak,  LC-65  Cleaning  solution  (1 5  &  60ml), 
Soakare  Soaking  Solution,  Blink-N-Clean,  Total  All  Purpose  Solution  (60  &  120ml). 

SOFT  CONTACT  LENSES 

Hydrocare  Soaking  and  Cleaning  Solution  (120  &  240ml),  Hydrocare  Protein  (Enzyme) 
Remover  Tablets  (12  &  24),  Hydrocare  Economy  Pack  (Tablets  &  Solution),  Hydrocare 
System  Pack,  Hydrocare  Boiling-Rinsing  Solution  (Allergan  Preserved  Saline  Solution). 

EYE  CARE  PRODUCTS 

Liquifilm  Tears,  Prefrin  Liquifilm  Eye  Drops. 

STARTER  PACKS 

Hydrocare  Intro  Pack,  for  soft  contact  lenses,  Clean-N-Soakit  Prep  Pack, 
Clean-N-Stow  Prep  Pack,  System  Pack,  for  hard  contact  lenses. 

Mam  distributor  for  pharmaceuticai  trade  (Pharmagen). 


yq|l€RG4N 


Allergan  Limited 
Bourne  House 
Wharf  Lane 
Bourne  End 
Bucks  SL8  5RU 

Tel:  Bourne  End 
(06285)27778 


CLEANOGEL 

Simplicity  with  perfection 


Effective 

Clean-O-Gel  is  an  enzyme  cleaner  which  efficiently 
removes  organic  deposits  from  soft  contact  lenses 
and  prevents  the  build-up  of  these  deposits. 

Dissolves  rapidly 

Being  a  powder,  Clean-O-Gel  dissolves 
quickly  and  easily. 

Odour  free  Simple  to  handle  Completely  safe 
The  Total  System 

When  used  with  the  Preflex-Flexsol-Normol  regime, 
Clean-O-Gel  provides  your  patients  with  a  complete 
soft  lens  care  system,  combining 
simplicity  with  perfection. 


bp  Burton  Parsons 


ImpenalWay  Watford  Herts  WD  2  4YR 
Tel  (0923)  46133/6  Telex  923709 
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PHILIPS 


How  do  you 
get  the  Christmas  boom 

to  last  right 
through  January? 


This  year  Philips  are  taking 
their  massive  TV  support  for 
Philishavewaybeyond  Christmas. 

And  that's  based  on  the  fact 
that  January  is  actually  the  second 
biggest  month  for  sales  of 
electrical  goods 

Which  may 
come  as  a  sur- 
prise to  those 
who  imagined 
that  the  rush  was 
always  over  by 
Boxing  Day 

On  top  of 
that,  the  Philishave 
electric  shaver  is 
already  brand  leader 


with  almost  half  the  market. 

So  the  three  'Close  Shave7 
commercials,  which  have  been 
doing  sterling  work  for  sales 
before  Christmas,  are  going  to  be 
shown  nationally  for  four  weeks 
from  January  1st. 

With  a  combination  like 
this,  there's  no  need 
for  the  sales  to 
come  down  when 
the  decorations 
do  this  year. 

In  fact,  it 
might  even  be 
worth  ordering  a 
few  extra  shavers 
yourself. 


Simply  years  ahead. 


